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. SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Screening Committee

INTRODUCTION of Committee Members

Masaaki Ueda, Committee Chairperson
Born in 1927
Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University

After graduating from the Department of History, Faculty of Letters at Kyoto University,
he became a professor at Kyoto University in 1971 and retired from the post in 1991. He
then served in a variety of posts at academic institutions, such as president of Osaka
Women'’s University. His current positions include academic adviser to Sakai City, professor
emeritus of Northwest University in China, chairperson for the Society of Asian Studies,
honorary director of the Osaka Prefectural Central Library, director of the Himeji City
Museum of Literature, director of the Koryo Museum of Art and honorary director of the
Shimane Museum of Ancient Izumo.

He is a leading authority on Japanese history and studies the ancient history of Japan
and East Asia from the perspective of many different academic fields, including mythology
and folklore. In addition to his academic activities, he has made significant social
contributions through his efforts to promote human rights both at home and abroad,
including serving as president of the Kyoto Human Rights Research Institute and
chairperson of the Human Rights Ordinance Forum in Sakai City.

Yasushi Akashi, Committee Member
Born in 1931
Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General

After graduating from the Department of American Studies, Coliege of Arts and
Sciences at the University of Tokyo, he studied as a Fulbright Scholar at the Graduate
School of the University of Virginia, and later at Columbia University. He became the first
Japanese citizen to join the United Nations Secretariat in 1957, and took up the post of
special representative of the secretary general to the United Nations Transitional Authority in
Cambodia (UNTAC) in 1992, contributing to peace building in Cambodia. He also served as
special representative of the secretary general for the former Yugoslavia, special adviser to
the secretary general and undersecretary general for humanitarian affairs, before leaving
the U.N. in 1997. Later, he held various posts such as chair for the Advisory Council on
International Peace Cooperation. His current responsibilities include chairman of the Japan
Center for Conflict Prevention. Since 2002 he has worked for peace building and
reconstruction in Sri Lanka, as Japanese Government Representative for Peace-building,
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction.
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. SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Screening Committee

Yoshio Kawashima, Committee Member
Born in 1934
Professor Emeritus of Osaka University

He graduated from the School of Law at Osaka University and became a professor in 1977 and
dean in 1991 at the School of Law at Osaka University, then dean at Osaka School of International
Public Policy at Osaka University in 1994 before leaving the university in 1997. He has extensive
knowledge and experience in international human rights, acquired while serving in various posts
including dean of the Faculty of Law and Policy at Tezukayama University, director of the Japan
Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Kansai, president of Senri Kinran University and director
of the Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information Center.

Genshitsu Sen, Committee Member
Bomnin 1923
Urasenke Grand Master XV

He coined his motto ‘peacefulness through a bowl of tea’ based on the ideals underlying chado,
or the Way of Tea - ‘wa (harmony) - kei (respect) - sei (purity) - jyaku (tranquility)’— established by the
16th century tea master Sen no Rikyu. With this motto, for half a century he has visited more than 60
countries, calling for world peace and promoting international understanding of the Japanese culture
through chado. He became the first recipient of the Order of Culture in the chado world. His current
positions include president of U. N. Association of Japan and Japan-U.N. goodwill ambassador. He
holds a Ph.D. in philosophy.

Chikako Taya, Committee Member
Born in 1946
Professor of the Faculty of Law, Hosei University

After graduating from the Department of Interational Relations, College of Arts and Sciences at
the University of Tokyo, she held posts including public prosecutor at the Tokyo District Public
Prosecutors Office, public prosecutor at the Criminal Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Justice, public
prosecutor at the United Nations Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, counselor of the
Management and Coordination Agency, public prosecutor at the Supreme Public Prosecutors Office,
and professor of the Graduate Schooal of Intemational Cooperation Studies at Kobe University,
before assuming her current post in 2005. She also worked on human rights issues on the
international stage as a judge on the Intemational Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, from
September 2001 to September 2004, member of the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and member of the U.N. Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against VWomen.
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- Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award

Selecting the Award Recipients of the 3rd SAKAI
Peace Contribution Award

Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award
Chairperson: Masaaki Ueda

Thank you for the kind introduction. | am Masaaki Ueda, Chairperson of the SAKAI
Peace Contribution Award Screening Committee.

Thank you all for making time in your busy schedules to be here for today’s award
ceremony. On behalf of the Screening Committee, | would like to say a few words
about how we selected this year’s award recipients.

The SAKAI Peace Contribution Award is to honor individuals and groups that make
an active contribution to peace building and human rights protection in the world,
particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.

At the First SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, we presented the Grand Prize to Sri
Lankan human rights activist Mr. Jehan Perera. Sri Lanka had been plagued by civil
war for a long time, but at last peace has returned to that country. We believe that Mr.
Perera’s non-violent peace-building activities, as well as the increased international
recognition his work has received as a result of this award, have greatly contributed to
bringing stability and peace to Sri Lanka.

At the Second Award, we presented the Grand Prize to Mr. Motoi Tauchi. He
operates ‘Kokyo-no le’ (House of the Old Home: senior people’s homes) and has
played a significant role in the welfare of elderly people.

For the Third Award, as mentioned by Asahi Shimbun Managing Editor Mr. Abe, we
have selected Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the Taiwan Red Cross Organization as
Grand Prize recipients and Mr. Tomo Matsui as the Encouragement Prize recipient. |
offer my heartfelt congratulations to all of today’s award recipients.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of General Aung San, a national hero of Burma
(now Myanmar), was born in 1945. In 1988, she formed the National League for
Democracy (NLD), which continues to the present day, and assumed the position of
general secretary. At that time, Burma was under military rule, and from 1989 to 2010
the military junta placed her under house arrest to stop the pro-democracy movement
in Burma. However, without yielding to oppression, she continued to push for
democracy. In 1991, as I'm sure you all well know, she was awarded the Nobel Peace
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Prize, becoming the first Asian woman to win the award. In April 2012, she was
elected to parliament in a by-election. We hear that she is happy about winning the
SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. The news of her winning the award was widely
reported by the press in Myanmar. Unfortunately, she is not present here today
because the Parliament is now in session. | would like to tell you that she is very
pleased to receive this award.

We have another Grand Prize recipient, the Taiwan Red Cross Organization. At 2:46
pm on March 11, 2011, the Great East Japan Earthquake occurred, causing great
devastation to Tohoku and surrounding areas. From immediately after the earthquake,
Japan received donations and support from many countries and regions in Asia, the
West and other parts of the world. The Taiwan Red Cross Organization was Asia’s
largest donor to Japan. Donations from Taiwanese people, totaling 6.7 billion yen, are
being used to finance the recovery and reconstruction of the affected areas and to aid
people in three prefectures in the Tohoku region. We Japanese are truly grateful for
the enormous goodwill and support from the people of Taiwan; we consider it a symbol
of peace and friendship. The Taiwan Red Cross Organization has been providing
continuous support for reconstruction of the affected areas, in cooperation with the
Japanese Red Cross Society.

Mr. Tomo Matsui, the Encouragement Prize recipient, is based on Mindanao Island.
He had visited Mindanao Island when civil war was still going on; there he saw many
children in distress, decided to remain on the island and began reading picture books
to children. In 2003, he established the Mindanao Children’s Library Foundation. He
has also constructed elementary schools and day-care centers, as well as healthcare
facilities. Thus far, the library has provided scholarships to some 630 children. We
were highly impressed by Mr. Matsui’s activities, which we believe give children the
confidence and courage to go forward, and we agreed that his dedicated efforts in
Mindanao befit the Peace Contribution Award.

I hope that all the award recipients take good care of themselves, and that winning
this award will encourage them to strive even further in their endeavors.

Since the establishment of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, the reputation of
Sakai City has been gradually growing in Asia and the West. It is of great significance
that the award for peace, human rights and goodwill was established here in Sakai
City. On a final note, | would like to ask everyone here today for your understanding
regarding the purposes of this award, and for your continued support and cooperation.

Thank you for your attention.
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