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Commemorative Speech
Love, Humanity, Peace

| was deeply impressed by a video showing Mr. Matsui’s activities on Mindanao
Island, in the Philippines.

Before leaving Taiwan for today’s award ceremony, | directed a member of our staff
to ask our supporters via the Internet about how they think this prize money should be
spent. Although | have not yet received a response, | hope to donate our prize money
to the Mindanao Children’s Library to support Mr. and Mrs. Matsui’'s activities.

| would like them to use the prize money to help even more children live healthier
and happier lives in a healthier and more comfortable environment.

| would like once again to thank Sakai City for giving the SAKAI Peace Contribution
Award to the Taiwan Red Cross Organization. We were awarded this prize in
recognition of the unprecedentedly large donations that we made to help disaster
relief and recovery efforts following the Great East Japan Earthquake of last year.
Assisting victims of disasters is part of our work and responsibility as a Red Cross
Society whose mission is to provide philanthropic, humanitarian and volunteer
services. However, for the people of Taiwan, it was the act of showing their love - the
most precious human emotion - without discrimination as to nationality, race, religious
belief or ideology. The honor of this award belongs to each and every Taiwanese
person. Through their trust and support, we can deliver their love to Japan and other
countries that need help.

On March 11 last year, the earth trembled, the sea changed color and a tsunami
swallowed everything. The whole world was shocked by the occurrence. On TV, we
saw people in deep grief and utter shock. Once-vibrant towns and fishing villages
were completely destroyed, and houses were washed away. After the tsunami had
gone, the only thing left was endless tears. When | saw elderly people with
red-rimmed eyes, | felt as if my family members had been hurt. | was deeply touched
by the scene of family members reuniting in an evacuation shelter.

Soon after the disaster struck, the Taiwanese government dispatched a rescue team
to Japan, to help search and rescue operations. The Taiwan Red Cross Organization
also immediately set to work raising funds, holding a television charity event “Believe
in Hope. Fight and Smile” with cooperation from many media companies and
celebrities. President Ma Ying-jeou and his wife also attended the event to ask for
donations. There was an air of excitement throughout the event; even late into the
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night, we received many calls from people wanting to donate cash. In addition to
asking for donations on TV, students and volunteers collected donations on the streets.
Many children offered their pocket money. By the end of the event, the Red Cross had
received donations from 433,897 individuals and organizations amounting to 2.57
billion Taiwan yuan (including interest). With further donations from various sectors,
the total amount received by the Taiwan Red Cross reached about 7 billion Taiwan

yuan.

Working closely with the Japanese Red Cross Society, in the emergency phase we
first sent USD 20 million to the Japanese Red Cross Society for relief assistance.
Furthermore, with the cooperation and support of the Japanese Red Cross, on ten
occasions we visited the municipalities in the most severely damaged coastal areas of
lwate, Miyagi and Fukushima Prefectures, to inspect the damage situation and identify
the specific needs of each municipality through direct discussions. It has been decided
that the Taiwanese donations will be spent mainly on the medical and welfare needs of
elderly people and children. The Taiwan Red Cross has signed an agreement on the
construction of public facilities in the three prefectures of lwate, Miyagi and
Fukushima. In lwate Prefecture, we will construct public housing in Otsuchi Town; in
Yamada Town we will construct Wakaki and Osawa Nursery Schools, and Toyomane
and Yamada Kita Children’s Centers. In Miyagi Prefecture, we will construct
Shizugawa Hospital and a Health and Welfare Center in Minami-Sanriku Town; a
Citizens’ Welfare Center in Kesennuma City, and in Fukushima Prefecture, public
housing for senior citizens in Soma City and Shinchi Town. In cooperation with the
Japan Red Cross Society, we also purchased radioactivity measuring equipment and
related vehicles. All of these activities are aimed at fulfilling the promise between
Taiwanese supporters and the Japanese people.

Of course, support for equipment and facilities alone is not enough. Psychological
support is also important.

In February this year, indigenous children of Taiwan who in 2009 had lost their
homes to Typhoon No. 8 (Typhoon Maorakot) visited the disaster-affected areas with us,
and sang songs for disaster victims. The children’s pure voices soothed the listeners’
hearts. After the children sang “Wild Rose” old men and women approached the
children and gave them warm tight hugs without saying any words or changing their
facial expressions. Seventy-four-year-old Kinuko Tanaka said, “The children’s voices
were clear and perfectly harmonized, like the sound of the natural world. When |
listened to Wild Rose, | suddenly remembered my young days.” Another old woman
said excitedly, “I feel as though these children are like my own grandchildren. The
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earthquake brought great pain to many people, but these songs gave me courage. For
the rest of my life | will continue to do my best for these children, and for the other
people who have provided support to us.” Ms. Takako Kikuchi, a local welfare
commissioner, said, “Hugs are very good. Elderly people need direct warmth.”

In July this year, when | visited Fukushima Prefecture, | saw the “Smile Park” event
held in a gymnasium. The event was organized by the Japanese Red Cross Society to
provide children with a place where they can learn and play in a safe environment.
When | saw children enjoying various fun-filled exercises and activities, and saw their
smiling faces, | became more convinced of the value of humanitarian support. Love
from Taiwan and around the world and support from various sectors in Japan have
brought radiant smiles back to children’s faces.

At the event venue, many Japanese people came up to me and said “thank you.” At
the same time, they asked me, “Taiwan is very small and has a small population. How
were you able to give us such a large amount of donations?”

Of course, behind this generous and cordial support is Taiwan’s solid economic
foundation. After World War I, the people of Taiwan worked diligently, enduring
hardships, and saved money. Thanks to the indomitable spirit of its people, Taiwan
has become one of the four Asian Tigers, despite unfavorable geographic conditions
and limited natural resources. In addition to the external factor of economic conditions,
Taiwan has an invisible “energy of spirit.” This energy is very powerful, and is our most
valuable intangible asset.

So where does Taiwan’s energy of spirit come from? The answer can be found in the
history of Taiwan, its natural environment, Confucian thought, religious beliefs,
external support after World War Il, and special sentiment between Japan and Taiwan.

Thousands of years ago, Taiwan’s indigenous peoples lived in peace and quiet on
the island. Around 400 years ago, a large number of immigrants from mainland China
came to Taiwan across the straits. After passing through a long period of colonial rule
by a number of countries, including the Netherlands, Spain and Japan, the Taiwanese
national character—strong-willed, diligent and tolerant—has formed and diverse
cultures have developed.

I must mention here that Taiwan is located on the circum-Pacific earthquake belt,
and is frequently hit by natural disasters such as earthquakes, typhoons, debris flow
and floods; in particular, Taiwan is visited by several typhoons each year. According to

SOO 22



3

il
it

BY., EREHHETLIBNS, FELRFEORFEZTLREOTFLES LFEED
WHI, E#R. BF. &, NENEFICHEFRT 288 DESFE. o oiFBiT4 i
Ja W TWwES,

o, BEBEOEEBBRET, REbbARLL EAOELEIZWEEEE L,

~ v 7 A ER (1844-1901) D4
Statue of Dr. George Leslie Mackay (1844-1901)

1871 %, B+ D~ v /7 A EHfi (Dr.George.Leslie.Mackay1844-1901) 73 55 ~&{+
L. BEOXR=2 RAKZHLIZF Y A MEOMB, EFEREHICED, FEfE (8
f£® Mackay Memorial #iPi) Z 7% L& Lz, FIAESO & 2 1B on-mt%28)
TE L, BEMEZE O, PR RKER] (REORBEMFER) . £z KL
i (BREORIIHSF) 2L, AREBLFFREFEOEET L 20 | HIXER
DITE)THHEDO AL IZF ) A NOBEOKEMERLE L, vy I A EMITI—4%E5
BIZBTF LK EEWE L ARBEEREZRFIEZZOBAELELE.FHBRTERG,
BeR < L7z, (Rather burn out than rust out) | HBEORES E 2 25O ER A

Rl == D B N i o Bl = e AP RN = =l gl = = o R L B (PN ) SO L. AQ7N
ArEds iSO UV R 9 o P A, T RPVYE NI SR \DaviG Lanasoorgugr, 1oru-

1957) . F#8 > H % R Hehi (Dr.William Campbell MD,1841-1921) 72 £ 2335 0 | # & 1%,
ELHTIEICERERRN L WVWI ZLE2RLTLKEEVE LI, 2O EZ%ZT T,
BEERE., HEL LT, RECADEDIIRST LW ZexHabNELT,

JNHE—KOF %
Statue of Mr. Yoichi Hatta

H ARG RO 50 FEOHF TlX, HOEH T TITAOBERHV LT LA, BiEOIHR
PERICIT—CEOE®BZ L TWET, flx X, mibitEdkm, LB, s, 5
AL, FEKLYZEICE T, fEORBBCWMEPLESINE L, TOHFHTYH,

23 IR

Award Recipients

a World Bank Report in 2005, Taiwan is the place on Earth most vulnerable to natural
hazards, with 73% of its land and population exposed to three or more hazards at one
time, and 99% at risk of two or more hazards at one time.

During its development, Taiwan has been deeply influenced by Confucian thought,
as well as by various religions and beliefs. Confucianism lays stress on the virtues of
humanity, justice and morality (Jingi Dotoku), and teaches us to show compassion to
others. Buddhism stresses kindness, compassion, joy and equanimity (Jihi Kisha),
and teaches us to get rid of all earthly desires and to have mercy. Taoism seeks the
salvation of the world. Christian teachings stress love and charity. Very close to our
office is Long Shan Temple, which attracts many believers and tourists.

In Taiwan, we have the following saying: “Burning incense will bring blessings.” The
traditional way of visiting a temple is to first light incense sticks, then pray for
blessings.

Today, many non-governmental organizations in Taiwan are doing charity work
around the world, including the Taiwan Root Medical Peace Corps engaged in medical
activities, the Taiwan Foundation for Children and Families, which is undertaking
support programs for children and families, and the Tzu Chi Foundation, which is
engaged in medical and educational support, as well as charity and humanitarian
work.

In the process of its development, Taiwan also received much love and support from
other countries.

In 1871, Dr. George Leslie Mackay (1844-1901), a Canadian missionary, migrated
to Taiwan and performed missionary work and medical services in the Tamsui region,
the “Venice of Taiwan.” He established Mackay Hospital (present Mackay Memaorial
Hospital) and helped wounded soldiers during the Sino-French War. He established
Oxford College (present Taiwan Theological College and Seminary) to train
missionaries. He also established Tamsui Girls’ School (present Danjiang Middle
School), pioneering modern female education in Taiwan. He embodied the Christian
spirit of philanthropy through his actions. Dr. Mackay devoted his entire life to Taiwan.
A Western historian described him as one who would “rather burn out than rust out.”
Besides Dr. Mackay, there are many other Westerners who dedicated themselves to
Taiwan, for example, Dr. David Landsborough (1870-1957) in central Taiwan, and Dr.
William Campbell MD (1841-1921) in southern Taiwan. They showed that “love knows
no national boundaries.” From the actions of these great people, the people of Taiwan
have learned to make a habit of serving others.
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As you know, Taiwan was under Japanese rule for fifty years. In some ways, the
Japanese colonial rule left a negative heritage, but also contributed significantly to the
modernization of Taiwan. For example, the north-south railway, Port of Keelung, Port
of Kaohsiung, Wushantou Dam and Jianan Dazun, all of which were constructed
during that period, greatly facilitated transportation and export activities in Taiwan.
Chianan Canal and Wushantou Dam in particular, constructed by Mr. Yoichi Hatta,
have been highly praised by the Taiwanese. Chianan Canal and Wushantou Dam have
improved irrigation and drainage and solved various problems such as floods,
droughts and damage by seawater, transforming over 100,000 hectares of barren land
in southern Taiwan into the fertile Chianan Plain.

The older generation in Taiwan received Japanese education, and many went to
Japan to study. Taiwan was greatly influenced by Japan in terms of ideology, medicine,
aesthetics, education and culture. My father studied medicine in Japan, my mother
studied domestic science, and her elder sister studied pharmacy here.

In the 1950s, after World War Il, Taiwan’s average GNP per capita was merely USD
145. However, thanks to the strenuous efforts of the people, the government’s
economic development programs and the introduction of overseas funds and
technologies, Taiwan’s GNP per capita has now reached USD 20,000. In 2010,
bilateral trade between Taiwan and Japan reached close to USD 70 billion, and
Japanese direct investment in Taiwan has thus far reached over USD 16.5 billion, the
second largest after the United States. Japan has greatly contributed to Taiwan’s
economic development and improved its standard of living. Thousands of Japanese
products are sold in stores in Taiwan, and there are many Japanese restaurants and
department stores throughout the country. Many Taiwanese people go to Japan to
study and sightsee. Many Taiwanese—not only the older generation, but also the
young generation, called “harizu” (Mandarin term for Japanophiles)—have special
sentiment toward Japan.

In 1999 a devastating earthquake struck central Taiwan, claiming 2,455 lives and
injuring 11,305 people, and causing a total national economic loss of about 360 billion
Taiwan yuan (about USD 11.25 billion). The Japanese Red Cross Society donated
about 900 million Taiwan yuan to the Taiwan Red Cross. Ten years later, in 2009,
Typhoon No.8 (Typhoon Morakot) brought torrential rains to southern Taiwan, causing
floods, landslides and mudflows, and damaging roads, bridges, houses and fields.
The typhoon killed 699 people and destroyed 1766 houses, with the total number of
victims numbering 510,668. Most of the areas hardest hit by the typhoon were
indigenous communities. The economic loss caused by the typhoon reached 199.8
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billion Taiwan yuan. The Japanese Red Cross Society sent a donation of USD 740,000
to the Taiwan Red Cross, which was used to build permanent housing in Mingjian,
Nantou County. We are forever thankful for the support given by Japanese people and
the Japanese Red Cross Society.

There is an old saying: “The kindness of a drop of water will be repaid with a flowing
spring.” Each time Taiwan has suffered a natural disaster, we have received
tremendous support and cooperation from many countries. A feeling of gratitude has
grown in our hearts; we are ready to repay, as much as possible, the kindness we
have received, whenever the opportunity arises.

Beginning with its very first relief operation, in South Korea in 1959 following a
major typhoon, the Taiwan Red Cross has brought love and generous donations from
the Taiwanese people to every continent and to a total of more than 50 countries and
regions. Some key international humanitarian work in the last decade includes: the
2003 Bam earthquake in Iran; the earthquake off Sumatra Island at the end of 2004;
the 2008 cyclone in Myanmar and the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake in China. At the time
of the Sichuan Earthquake, the Taiwan Red Cross constructed 43 schools, 43 clinics
and a rehabilitation center in the three provinces of Sichuan, Gansu and Shaanxi.

At the time of the 2010 Qinghai Earthquake, immediately after the disaster the
Taiwan Red Cross donated USD 100,000 and provided rescue vehicles, relief supplies
and medical assistance. Later on, the organization constructed a hospital. Following
the Haiti Earthquake that same year, the Taiwan Red Cross worked closely with the
Taiwanese government to construct “New Hope Village” in Savane Diane (a 4 ~ 5-hour
drive from the capital of Port-au-Prince). In accordance with President Ma’s Proposal,
the Village was built with 200 houses, a school, a dormitory for teachers, a clinic, and
a village office building. The Village also has arable land of 300 hectares that will be
used for the Taiwan International Cooperation and Development Fund (ICDF), to teach
farming techniques to help the affected Haitians become self-reliant. We will continue
our support for long-term community rebuilding, providing assistance for building new
houses and improving the water supply system. Mr. Thomas Jacques, Minister of
Agriculture of Haiti, said that Taiwan’s New Hope Village serves as the leading model
for community development. We are also deeply concerned about serious drought and
the living conditions of refugees in East Africa. We donated USD 1.18 million, and
have provided support through the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) to National Red Cross/Crescent Societies in Kenya,
Somalia, Ethiopia and Djibouti, in their activities to improve people’s health and
nutrition, as well as the water supply and hygiene situation. This year, we also
provided relief supplies to the earthquake-hit areas in Iran.
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Regardless of the scale of a disaster, the Taiwan Red Cross Organization aims to
provide the optimum level of support, by employing its expertise in emergency
situations, with the utmost enthusiasm and dedication. We have worked with different
cultures, races and lifestyles in various countries and regions, and through these

experiences have learned the importance of respect, tolerance and acceptance.

When we visited Wakaki Nursery School in Iwate Prefecture at the beginning of this
year, Director Chiyoko Kashiwadani said, “The love from Taiwan saved Japan. When
Taiwan faces a difficulty in the future, these children will surely extend a helping hand
to you.”

Most memorably, a group of Japanese private citizens voluntarily raised funds to run
an advertisement in Taiwanese newspapers expressing gratitude for Taiwanese
donations. The advertisement reads: “Your love is much appreciated. We are forever
friends. Your support in the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake warms our
hearts. We will forever remember your friendship.”

We hope that good deeds will be given to the people who need it most, regardless of
nationality, race, religion, faith or ideas. Wars, natural disasters and man-made
disasters will always happen, but humanitarian aid evokes the most precious human
emotions, gives people hope and lets them shine, and ensures at least a minimum of
human dignity. Humanitarian organizations build a bridge of love and peace and heal
the suffering; the seed of love grows in the hearts of the people who have received
support.

There is still a long way to go for Japan’s reconstruction. Believing that “love knows
no national boundaries,” we will continue striving hand in hand with the affected
people, to assist in their recovery. This is the pledge of the Taiwan Red Cross
Organization and its responsibility to its donors.

On behalf of the Taiwan Red Cross Organization, | would again like to express our
deepest appreciation to Sakai City, which selected us for the Peace Contribution
Award, as well as to all the people in Japan and around the world who have greatly
aided our activities following the Great East Japan Earthquake.

We sincerely hope that Japan’s reconstruction will progress smoothly and that those
affected will be able to regain their normal daily lives as soon as possible. Finally, |
wish for the ongoing development of Sakai City and for the good health and well-being
of everyone present here.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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