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GREETINGS

Osami Takeyama, Mayor of Sakai City

The 21% century is expected to be ‘The Century of Peace and Human Rights’.
However, we are still living in a world widely menaced with conflict, poverty, hunger,
the spread of disease and human-rights violations which threaten the life and dignity
of many people.

Preserving fundamental human rights and building a peaceful society is a principle
acknowledged in the Constitution of Japan and in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. As members of the global community, we are obliged to take an interest in the
diverse and recurrent challenges that we face and strive towards achieving world
peace.

We are pleased to hold The 3™ SAKAI Peace Contribution Award to honor those
devoted to promoting peace in the Asia Pacific region.

We sincerely hope, through this opportunity, to spread the importance of world
peace and establish Sakai as a local authority known for its contribution towards a
peaceful society.

All of the award recipients are continuing their international peace contribution
activities which are admired both domestically and overseas. Today, | am elated that a
great number of citizens have gathered to celebrate the award recipients’ great
achievements.

The city of Sakai, through this award program, will continue its commitment to
support peace activists and organizations who make contributions to the respect for
human rights, and ultimately to realizing global peace.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the screening-committee
members, The Asahi Shimbun, and all others involved, who have contributed greatly
to The 3™ SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, and | hope for your continuing support.
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. Message

Corporate Sponsor’s Address

Mr. Keisuke Abe, Managing Editor
Asahi Shimbun Osaka Head Office

| would like to offer a few words on behalf of The Asahi Shimbun, the corporate sponsor
of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award.

First, let me congratulate the Grand Prize winners, Myanmar’s pro-democracy
movement leader Aung San Suu Kyi, and the Taiwan Red Cross Organization, which has
been active in reconstruction support activities following the Great East Japan Earthquake,
and the Encouragement Prize winner Mr. Tomo Matsui, director of the NGO Mindanao
Children’s Library Foundation.

Also let me express my sincere respect and appreciation to Sakai City, which
commemorated its transition to ordinance-designated city status by establishing this award
based on the slogan “No peace, no municipal prosperity,” and to Mr. Masaakii Ueda and
everyone on the screening committee.

Now | would like to say a few words about each of the award recipients.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is so well-known that there is no need to introduce her. | must
admit | am surprised that the pro-democracy movement that she has continued since 1988
has finally borne fruit, bringing about great changes in Myanmar. Unfortunately she is not
present today, but in Kansai there are many people who have a close connection with her,
including professor emeritus of Kobe University Sadayoshi Ohtsu, who has had a close
friendship with her, Ms. Wakako Yamaiji of Osaka City and Ms. Kuniko Tatamitani of Suita
City. Together with them, | would like to extend my most sincere congratulations to her.

The Taiwan Red Cross Organization has provided energetic support for recovery and
reconstruction following the Great East Japan Earthquake. One of the volunteers, Mr.
Wang Chen-kuei, said in an interview to the Asahi Shimbun, “Taiwan suffers frequently
from natural disasters. Whenever they hit, Japan has given us assistance. This time, |
knew without question that we must help Japan.” The Japanese Red Cross Saciety
received a total of 58 billion yen in foreign donations. The Taiwan Red Cross Organization
was the second-largest donor after the United States, and the largest in Asia. | hear that
most of the Taiwanese donations will be spent on constructing public housing and
rebuilding hospitals in disaster-hit municipalities across three prefectures in Tohoku.

The Encouragement Prize recipient is Mr. Tomo Matsui, children’s author and executive
director of the Mindanao Children’s Library Foundation. Mindanao is an island in the
southern part of the Philippines where conflict between the government and an armed
group is continuing. Mr. Matsui visited a refugee camp on Mindanao Island in 2001; the
shocking sights he saw there made him decide to remain on the island to help needy
children. Since then, he has continued his traveling library activities of reading picture
books for local children. He says, “I want to provide children facing hardship and
loneliness with a place where they can feel relieved.”

Finally, | wish further success for all the award recipients, and for the ongoing
development of Sakai City, which has continued its exceptional efforts as a municipality. |
would also like to ask the continuing support of everyone who has joined us today. Thank
you.

(At the award ceremony)
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
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. Award Recipients

Grand Prize
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was born in Yangon (formerly Rangoon) on June 19th, 1945.

She lives in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
She is chairperson and general secretary of the National League for Democracy
(NLD).

Profile

In 1988 in Burma (now Myanmar), the socialist regime which had lasted 26 years,
was overthrown by widespread pro-democracy demonstrations throughout the country.
However, the military junta suppressed the demonstrations, taking power, and forming
the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC). The SLORC was reconstituted
as the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) in 1997.

In January, 2011, Parliament was convened based on the results of a general
election, and a president and vice president were elected in February. In March, 2011,
a new government was founded and assumed power from the State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC). The name of the country was changed from the Union
of Myanmar to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar at the same time.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was born in 1945 to General Aung San, a national leader of
Burma (now Myanmar). She joined the pro-democracy movement in 1988, formed the
National League for Democracy (NLD) , and assumed the position of general secretary.
However, she was placed under house arrest under the National Security Law in 1989,
which continued, after temporary suspension, until 2010.

Despite her detainment, Ms. Aung Sun Suu Kyi was awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace

Prize, and was the first Asian woman to receive the award.

In April, 2012, as the result of a by-election of the Myanmar Assembly of the Union,
NLD members, including Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi, became able to participate in
national politics. Now there are signs of reform in Burma (now Myanmar) to realize

democracy, national reconciliation and sustainable development.
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October 18, 2012: Members of the Girl Scouts of Japan, Osaka Council, visited

Myanmar to deliver a personal letter from the Mayor of Sakai City to Ms. Aung San Suu
Kyi.

H—=NAAw b RIRNEHDOERE T + 7V —NLDHEIZER
(BiAZEDS 3 AB). NLD3I ¥ »r~—ASlzBW\T

Members of Girls Scouts of Japan, Osaka Council and
Mr. Tin Oo, former Chairman of the NLD (third from left in
front row); at NLD Headquarters in Myanmar
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. Award Recipients

The Motivating Factors for this Selection

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has made unflagging efforts towards democracy and
respect for peace for many years, despite her difficult situation; the military junta had
placed her under house arrest to stop the pro-democracy movement in Burma (now
Myanmar) since 1989 until she was released from detention in November 2010. With
the result of this year’s by-election, she is expected to play an important role on
Myanmar’s journey to achieving democracy.

We believe that democracy in Burma (now Myanmar) will not only ensure the
fundamental peace and human rights of the people, but also contribute the peace and
stability of the entire Asian region.

T RA—F—EATHTI
BiiRNPLOBELREME FETS

A Girl Scout hands Mr. Tin Oo a
personal letter from the Sakai City
Mayor, addressed to Ms. Aung San
Suu Kyi, together with a
commemorative gift.
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T Y RA—F—SADZER
Bx3Ivr~—0FH
A newspaper in Myanmar reporting

Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi’s receipt of the
award.
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