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Motivation factors of the selection

Despite the fact that Ms. Nagase was a victim of Mindanao war herself, she has
not only provided self-reliance support to a large number of victims in her home
land, but also seized every opportunity for local peace building by promoting mutual
understanding.

Her work has received a high evaluation from the screening committee because
its core values focus on the security and enhancement of freedom, autonomy, and
independence of people and their communities.

Moreover, Ms. Nagase has been supporting Filipino nationals living in Japan with
the many problems they face. By reinforcing local communication activities and the
understanding of cultural diversity, she has contributed to the creation of a universal
community that values and preserves the rights and dignity of individuals, and the
opportunity for everyone to follow their dream.

IVEFFTORBEERS IDHFFOEOLETELE 2 &
ZDEVEFRENDORIMZE ZDOFIZDOY) HH
A farm in Mindanao and skill support to A Woman learning traditional handcraft at
young farmers Moro Women’s Support Center in Mindanao
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The Award Recipient’s Address

Encouragement Prize: Ms. Agalyn Nagase

The mayor of this city, the members of screening committee, the citizens of Sakai
city, Asahi Shimbun Company, my fellow awardees, guests, ladies and gentlemen,
good afternoon!

I wish to thank and congratulate the organizers of the Second Sakai Peace
Contribution Award for their initiative, time and efforts extended for giving me a
trust as one of the awardees of this year.

I come from a remote community in Mindanao, the Southern Philippines, where
people are caught in a war and their struggle for survival. Many women are forced to
migrate to work in Japan or other places to support their families. In order to come
to Japan to escape from poverty and conflict, some dare to take a high risk of being
involved with various problems or even may not be informed of such a risk before
coming to Japan.

Historically, the biggest wave of Filipino visit to Japan came in the early 1980’s,
when thousands of young women took advantages of opportunities to work there as
Japan has one of the biggest sex-oriented entertainment industry in Asia. The need
for young talented and attracted woman to fulfill the demand of the industry gave
impetus to the massive inflow of woman from the Philippines, and neighboring Asian
and other countries. Some of them got married to their Japanese costumers and live
in Japan in a more stable status, but not necessarily with happy feeling.

Filipino migration to Japan would continue as long as the current circumstances
persist. Drastic measures must be undertaken to stop such abusive, exploitative
and unprotected conditions that many Filipina suffer from. The governments of
the Philippines and Japan ought to take responsibility for protecting and upholding
their rights. In case of Japan, it has not yet ratified the basic rights of migrants as
embodied in UN convention on the protection of the rights of all migrant workers
and their families . That’s why I was highly impressed by the Sakai city, the first city
in Japan to enact the Ordinance for Fostering Communities Respecting Peace and
Human Rights.

In Japan, I managed to establish KAFIN, a non-profit and community-based
organization of Filipinos and Japanese to address the problems of the Filipino
migrants in particular and foreign migrants in general.

There are Filipino women in Japan who are victims of domestic violence or who
are lured into prostitution and forced labor. Some of them were promised such jobs
as a singer or dancer, but they ended up with an entertainer/ a hostess in a club/
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pub. Others fall victims as mail-order brides, who entered Japan legally but caught
by a syndicate which brokered instant brides for Japanese customers. The lack of
communication between the couple may lead to unhappy relationship, including
domestic violence.

For years, KAFIN has taken responsibility to protect Filipino migrants with its
limited resources by organizing and empowering such Filipinos at their respective
community so that they can help each other. The main task of KAFIN Center is to
empower the communities to stand up on their own feet and assert for their rights and
rights of their families as a means to achieve it.

One of the big joys of the KAFIN for more than 10 years in serving the Filipino
migrants in Japan is the case of Rossana Tapiru with 9 single mothers who file a
suit for the Japanese nationality of their children. At that time, Ms. Tapiru was the
chairperson of KAFIN Tokyo in 2004, who led the petition campaign for the Japanese
nationality of their children.

In June 4, 2008, Japanese Supreme Court admitted the unconstitutionality of the
law and propagated discrimination between legitimate and illegitimate children. It’s
not a child fault that his / her parents were not married. Because of the Supreme
Court ruling, the nationality law has been amended: those who are under 20 years old
of age, born as illegitimate child of a Japanese father with his recognition of his child
will be able to acquire Japanese nationality.

My motivation for the activities in Japan stems from my life experience as a
child of war. I was born and grown up in the conflict area in Mindanao. From my
childhood, I learned how to escape from the bullets and survive from hunger during
Marcos time. From this experience, [ was not able to wait for becoming adult before I
started to work as a volunteer in the biggest evacuation center at the age of 15 to help
my fellow children and mothers who lost their husbands and sons due to the conflict.

While the new government of the Philippines is expected to seriously solve the
problems to end the war in the conflict areas, many people still remain at evacuation
centers such as public halls, schools and churches. Some may return to their
community temporarily during the day time, but in the night time they need to go
back to the evacuation center.

My heart and my mind remain to my fellow people in Mindanao. Every year, |
collect used clothes, medicine from friends and supporters to send them to Mindanao
for the relief and medical mission organized by local NGOs.

Lastly, I would like to extend special thanks to the Health Assistance and
Neighborhood Development Support (HANDS) for their supporting the disadvantaged
mothers and children in Mindanao, including Ms. Yamazaki and Ms.Tamaki, who
trusted me to endorse my name in this peace award. Thank you so much.
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Encouragement Prize
NGO LALA ASSOCIATION of Afghan Orphan Support
Profile

The Lala Association directed by Ms. Mayumi Karako, was established in Ikoma
City, Nara Prefecture, Japan in 2003.

After 20 years of civil war, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is currently making
an attempt to reform the nation however there is still political unrest and its people
continue to lead unstable lives.

Afghan women do not have enough social or economic freedom, so children who
lose their fathers to disease or war are often considered orphans.

Many of them are trapped in poverty and therefore, forced to live life apart from
their families, for example in a foster home, or to work in order to support their
families.

The Lala Association was established in 2003 to support minors suffering from
these tragic conditions and in 2005 a new orphanage was built in Herat (in Western
Afghanistan) and later donated to the state government.

These days, the association is working to improve the living condition of the foster
home in Heart, supplying household goods and also hiring local teachers to provide
the children education in English language and PC skills.

In 2007, it set up a handcraft-workshop providing employment to local women and
a place where they can produce traditional Kilim rugs and embroideries to help them

obtain financial independence and ultimately to lead stable lives.
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Motivation factors of the selection

Building on the empathy and support of locals and working reactively to the local
conditions, the Lala Association has achieved a great deal. Its work to improve the
living conditions of Afghan orphans, to provide children educational opportunities
and to support women to become self-sustainable have been a great leap-forward for
the entire society of Afghanistan towards a more stable life in the future.

The association is highly valued for its in-depth activities, by promoting an
understanding of cultural diversity, they have contributed to the creation of a
universal community that values and preserves the rights and dignity of individuals,
and the opportunity for everyone to follow their dream.

INVAHE (IWNH—REREA) HRE#H=E (74 MERR)
PC Class at Bagher Orphanage Toddler’s group
at Ansari Orphanage
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