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Message

GREETINGS

Osami Takeyama, Mayor of Sakai City

It has been almost a decade since we entered the 21st century, dubbed ‘The Century
of Human Rights’. However, we are still living in a world widely menaced with tribal
confrontations, hunger and poverty, diffusion of diseases and human-right violations

which threaten the life and dignity of many people.

Preserving fundamental human rights and building a peaceful society is a principle
acknowledged in the Constitution of Japan and in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. As members of the global community, we are obliged to show
an interest in the diverse and recurrent challenges that we face and strive towards
establishing world peace.

We are pleased to hold The 2nd SAKAI Peace Contribution Award to honor those
devoted to promoting peace in the Asia Pacific region.

We sincerely hope through this opportunity, to spread the importance of world
peace and establish Sakai as a local authority known for its contribution towards a

peaceful society.

The efforts of the award recipients are integral to solving a number of both
domestic and overseas challenging issues. Today, I am elated that a great number of

citizens have gathered to celebrate the award recipients’ great achievements.

The city of Sakai, through this award program, will continue its commitment to
support peace activists and organizations who make contributions to the respect for
human rights, and ultimately to realizing global peace.

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the screening-committee
members, Asahi Shimbun and all of those involved, who have contributed greatly to
The 2nd SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, and I hope for your continuing support.
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- Message

Message from the Corporate Sponsor
Mr. Masataka Watanabe, Managing Editor, Asahi Shimbun Osaka Head Office

I would like to say a few words as a representative of The Asahi Shimbun, the
corporate sponsor of the 2nd SAKAI Peace Contribution Award.

This award was founded when the city became an ordinance-designated city based
on a motto of, ‘No peace, no municipal prosperity’ and we now celebrate the 2nd
Award Ceremony.

I would also like to give the very highest applause to Mr. Motoi Tauchi (Senior
Director of Kokoro-no Kazoku, a social welfare corporation), Ms. Agalyn Nagase
(General Manager of KAFIN, a Filipino mutual aid organization) and LALA
Association for Afghan Orphan Support (NGO) and to all our other contributors.

I would also like to express my sincere respect and gratitude to the award screening
committee members led by Mr. Masaaki Ueda.

I was so impressed when reading the records of your activities. These include
providing elderly Korean residents in Japan caring homes that possess a homely
Korean atmosphere, assisting to resolve the series of problems for Filipino women
residing in Japan, and supporting the self-reliance of children and women in
Afghanistan. I must say the respective efforts undertaken by all these successful
peace activists are truly focused with a global viewpoint upon building a society of
diversity—where cultural differences, racial classifications and age are brushed aside.

Sakai City has been an international city since ancient times. It had developed as
a city of international trade and self-governance during the Middle Ages. Recently
I have heard that the number of domestic and international tourists visiting the city
has increased significantly. This is thanks to the new tourism focus of the region
that combines history, culture and industry and also to the neighboring Kansai
International Airport

Additionally, following these traditions, Sakai City is demonstrating its character
by becoming a leading-edge city and enhancing its urban appeal. Recently, operation
has begun at one of Japan’s largest Solar Power Generation facilities, and this
year the UNESCO International Research Center for Intangible Cultural Heritage
in the Asia-Pacific Region is scheduled to open in Sakai. I believe that this peace
contribution award also plays an important role in building Sakai’s future. By
recognizing people who are continuing important activities for peace-building, the
city is spreading the inspiration of their work. As a result, a large number of people
can deepen their recognition of peace and human rights. This is a vitally important
program for future generations.

This award further encourages those contributing to a peaceful society. The Asahi
Shimbun would like to continue to project the message of Sakai City’s valuable
efforts domestically and internationally.

Finally, I wish for the ongoing development of Sakai City, for further success for
all the award recipients and their organizations, and for the continuous support of
everyone who has joined us today.

(From the award ceremony)
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Award Recipients

Grand Prize
MR.MOTOI TAUCHI
Profile

Mr. Motoi Tauchi was born in Mokpo, Republic of Korea and currently resides in
Izumi City, Osaka Prefecture, Japan.

Today, he serves as a social worker and also the Head Director of ‘Kokoro-no
Kazoku’(Family of Hearts), a social welfare corporation.

In Japan, there are a large number of Korean nationals; not only those who came to
Japan during the colonial period and remained after the war for various reasons, but
also their descendants who have lived in Japan since birth.

He was the first born son to Mr. Yun Chi Ho and a Japanese mother, Ms. Chizuko
Tauchi, who raised 3,000 orphans over 30 years at the Mokpo Kyoseien foster home
in Korea and was known as “The Mother of Korean Orphans”. His father disappeared
one day in 1951 amongst the chaos of the Korean War, so after his mother passed
away in 1968, Mr. Tauchi took on the position as the Head Director of the foster
home.

He moved to Japan in 1982 and he understood the sadness of Korean residents in
Japan dying without friends and family around. He wanted to create a place where
elderly Korean people could relax in a homely environment, so Mr. Tauchi became
the Head Director of ‘Kokoro-no Kazoku’ in 1988. He subsequently established
‘Kokyo-no Ie’ (House of the Old Home), a senior citizens’ home in Sakai in 1989.

Later, he established a day care center for the elderly in Ikuno-ward, Osaka City
and ‘Kokyo-no le’ facilities in Kobe in 2001 and Kyoto in 2009. Moreover, he
launched additional foster homes, vocational aid centers for the disabled and other
work training centers in South Korea. Today, he manages a total of 15 facilities in
Japan and South Korea.

Besides the examples listed above, he has continued to contribute to cultural
exchange between the two countries in various ways. He assisted in the co-production
of a film by Japan and South Korea called ‘Ai no Mokushiroku’ (The Apocalypse
of Love) about his mother’s life. Furthermore he held international communication
symposiums between the two nations and conducted trainings in welfare activities

for Korean students who study in Japan.
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Award Recipients

Motivating factors of the selection

With the rising number of foreign residents in Japan and the development of
globalization within society, it is an important challenge for those engaged in the
multicultural communities to consider how each elderly foreign individual can
actively live out one’s life.

Facing this challenge, Mr. Tauchi’s personal viewpoint as a civilian gained support
and sympathies from society who in turn contributed to his efforts. His work has been
significantly recognized not only as a pioneer in breaking through challenges but also
as forming a successful model for the universal community that ensures the pursuit
of dignity for these individuals.

This glorious achievement is to be highly valued because the outstanding exchange
activities promoted through his institutions, certainly encourage all of us to appreciate
generosity, cultural diversity and true freedom.
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Award Recipients

The Award Recipient’s Address
Grand Prize : MR. MOTOI TAUCHI

Please allow me to first kindly ask all the guests here, to let me report today’s
pleasure to my father and mother who rest in heaven.

I believe, Mr. Masahide Kanayama (the Japanese Ambassador to the Republic
of Korea), Mr. Ken Harada (member of the House of Representatives), Mr. Yukio
Yoshimura (member of Japan National Council of Social Welfare), Mr. Satoshi
Moriyama (member of the Japan-South Korea Partnership of Missionaries), Mr.
Jung-Geun Kim (Director of Korean Society in Japan), and so many other supporters
who have already passed away, would all be pleased to say “Our support was a

worthwhile investment.”

I must say I have received an award of undeserved honor.

This award was received because of the hard working efforts undertaken by those
who wished for the peace of humankind and who contributed to establishing ‘Kokyo-
no Ie’ (House of the Old Home: senior people’s homes).

I would like to express my highest gratitude for their achievement.

Peace is a high ideal. Peace is humankind’s dream.
And peace is a foundation of people’s happiness.

I was born in South Korea, as a son of a Korean father and a Japanese mother.

I am passionate about social welfare and good relations between Japan and South
Korea.

I called at the Legal Affairs Bureau on my visit to South Korea the other day and I
found a banner saying, ‘The Republic of Korea that develops with foreigners’.

Many people participated in the movement to open our Korean senior people’s
homes in Japan. For instance, Korean residents in Japan who have a strong
recognition of our unfortunate history, and the Japanese residents who felt sympathy
for the victims of the rumors in the aftermath of the Great Kanto Earthquake. These

were the people that sought for amity between Japan and South Korea.

B 10
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Award Recipients

I gained great support and understanding from my fellow Korean residents in
Japan. ‘Kokoro-no Kazoku’ (Family of Hearts: a social welfare corporation) is a
model public welfare institution established and developed by the citizens.

The opening of ‘Kokyo-no Ie’ that first began with the facility in Sakai City, was
followed by others in Osaka, Kobe, and Kyoto. We unfortunately failed to establish
subsequent branches in Tokyo which was disheartening. However, at this time we
heard from Sakai City about this award. Receiving the SAKAI Peace Contribution
Award encourages me to keep trying despite any setbacks. .

Before closing, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Osami
Takeyama (Mayor of Sakai City), Mr. Masaaki Ueda (Chairperson of the award
screening committee) and all the committee members. I would also like to
acknowledge Mr. Yeung-Fan Oh (Korean Consul General in Osaka), Mr. Mitsuharu
Matsumoto (Chairperson of the Sakai City Council) as well as all the guests at the
ceremony and the countless other contributors.

Finally, I received a congratulatory message that said, “Cultural diversity is a sign
of blessing and mutual respect is the way to seize love and peace. We envisage a
society that highly values people that pursue these goals™.

I wish to share this pleasure with the executives and all the staff of ‘Kokoro-no
Kazoku’ and the many senior residents at ‘Kokyo-no Ie’.

I give my solemn promise that I will continue to stand for all the people who are
infirm or disadvantaged.

Kam Sa Ham Ni Da.

Thank you.

(From the award ceremony)
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