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Publicity 
Joint Press Conference 

Comments from SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Winners and their hopes 
regarding the future of the award   

Mr. Jehan Perera, Grand Prize winner 

This award is especially important because it comes from a city; it comes from the 
people of a city. And this shows that even though the governments of many countries are 
supporting war, that people value peace and peace work. Second, Japan is a very 
important country in the world. It is a country that is helping many other countries in 
the world treat economic necessities. Japan has a bigger vision in the world. And that 
vision is a vision that is born out of Japan’s own suffering in the course of wars that 
destroyed the City, Sakai. But yet with peace, with reconciliation, Japan has been able 
to develop so rapidly and help other countries in the world. So this Sakai peace prize 
has great potential to take the Japanese message, the lesson in Japan of war and peace 
and reconciliation to a world that increasingly need it.  

Mr. Hideto Yoshioka, Encouragement Prize winner 

The future of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award will depend upon the future of 
both Sakai City and the award winners. Even if award winners are greatly 
distinguished in their achievements, the award will not rise in status if Sakai City 
diminishes in prestige. Therefore, both the award winners and Sakai City must 
continue to work hard. Of course, we will do our very best efforts to bring great 
prestige and high recognition to the award. At the same time, I strongly hope that 
Sakai City will do its best to enhance its own status as a city by maximizing its 
potential as a metropolis of rich history and culture comparable to Kyoto and Nara. 
I feel that, to a great extent, the future status of the award will depend on how the 
citizens of Sakai are going to change their city.  
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Ms. Yasuko Yamashita, Chairperson of The Japan-Nepal Female Education 
Association (JNFEA), Encouragement Prize winner 

Regarding my comment on receiving the award, I highly appreciate this award in 
two respects. Although many cities thus far have made declarations of peace or 
human rights, most of them have stopped short of taking specific action in those 
regards. However, I was impressed by the dedicated effort made by Sakai City in 
creating such a meaningful award, and in making the award presentation ceremony 
such an impressive event. A wonderful aspect of this award is that it is open to all 
individuals and organizations, worldwide. Sakai is a city that has evolved through 
citizen-led efforts. The SAKAI Peace Contribution Award thus embodies the 
citizenry’s self-esteem, mental toughness and courage, fostered during the city’s 
long history, as well as the city’s rich tradition and culture. In my speech at the 
ceremony I quoted Yosano Akiko’s poem “Beloved, You Must Not Die.” I think our 
craving for peace is best expressed in that remarkable poem. 

Another inspiring aspect of this award is that it bolsters our confidence. We are a 
small non-governmental organization involved in volunteer activities on a very 
small scale. Our main project is to train only ten female teachers in Nepal each year. 
This project is funded by grassroots financial support from individuals donating 10 
million yen or 2 million yen out of their retirement allowances, and foster parents 
donating 1,000 yen each month. Directors of the organization all go to Nepal to 
engage in various support activities without pay, spending around 300,000 yen for 
each trip. This award has given a tremendous boost to such people; I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude for that. On their behalf, I am truly grateful to 
everyone in Sakai City.  

Masaaki Ueda, Chairperson of the Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace 
Contribution Award 

We have just received valuable comments from award winners regarding the 
future of this award. Specifically, Mr. Perera referred to the significance of the fact 
that such an award is being presented by a local government such as Sakai City. 
Needless to say, state-to-state relations are very important, but grassroots 
exchanges can be prerequisites for successful international relations. It is not easy 
for any nation to overcome the constraints imposed by its national interest, and  
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engage in necessary humanitarian work. However, local governments can do what 
nations cannot; regardless of national interest, they can engage in people-to-people 
exchanges. I am very pleased that Mr. Perera greatly appreciates the fact that this 
award is presented by a local government. 

Meanwhile, I fully agree with Mr. Yoshioka. Both award winners and Sakai City 
should continue working hard to enhance the status of this award. While I hope 
that all the award winners will continue to make contributions in their own fields, I 
would like Sakai citizens to have self-confidence and pride in their efforts to achieve 
a peaceful society based on liberty, autonomy and independence. At the same time, I 
hope that this award will communicate to the world the importance of realizing a 
peaceful society. 

As Ms. Yamashita mentioned, many cities have stopped short of taking specific 
action after making a declaration of peace or human rights. Some cities have 
established human rights promotion ordinances, others have declared themselves 
cities of peace. However, few of them have subsequently done anything specific. I 
am therefore pleased to have heard from Ms. Yamashita that she was thankful for 
Sakai’s specific effort in creating such an award. 

In fact, it took about four years for us to establish this award. It was four years 
ago that the mayor of Sakai City asked me for advice about creating this award. I 
suggested that an ordinance incorporating the promotion not only of human rights, 
but also peace, should be established. I served as a chairperson of the Human 
Rights Ordinance Forum in Sakai City, whose peace and human rights promotion 
ordinance went into effect in January 2007.  

As I mentioned in my speech as the Screening Committee Chairperson at the 
ceremony today, although many cities have established human rights promotion 
ordinances, Sakai is the only city in Japan that has established a peace and human 
rights promotion ordinance. As a specific measure for promoting peace and human 
rights under the ordinance, this award has been successfully created.  

This award is open to all individuals and organizations contributing to peace in 
the Asia Pacific Region. From among the 36 individuals and organizations 
recommended for the award this year, following deliberate and earnest discussions 
we selected people engaging in humanitarian work in Sri Lanka, Myanmar and 
Nepal — all of which happened to be in Southeast Asia.  I hope we will be able to 
enhance the status of this award, so that it can be widely recognized throughout the 
Asia Pacific Region, including the Philippines, Indonesia, New Zealand and 
Australia.
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