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Summary of the Award 
Overview of the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award” 

Through the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities in the Asia Pacific region 
are emphasized from Sakai City’s historical background of development through trade 
with the Asia Pacific region, and also from the perspective of contributing to the 
development of Sakai City and surrounding areas by expanding its peace-building 
efforts in surrounding regions. Moreover, the award helps us to better strengthen the 
base for protecting basic rights and freedoms that should be naturally enjoyed by all 
people, and for realizing an economically, mentally and culturally affluent society of 
positive peace.  

Promoting unrestricted interchange of people, goods and information 
In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts toward 

the promotion of unrestricted interchange of people, goods and information will be 
actively assessed and encouraged by making an economically, mentally and culturally 
affluent society with the aim of stopping confrontation and conflict before they begin.  
Promoting the guarantee and enhancement of freedom, autonomy and independence 

In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts to 
guarantee and enhance freedom, autonomy and independence are actively assessed and 
encouraged by transforming opposing viewpoints and differences of opinion into a 
diverse coexistence with the aim of creating a freer and more tolerant age. 
Promoting realization of a universal society and community 

In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts toward 
the realization of a universal society and a community that guarantees individuals the 
opportunity to pursue their rights, dignity and potential with the aim of promoting 
positive peace and preventing confrontation and conflict are actively assessed and 
encouraged.

Promoting unrestricted
interchange of people,  
goods and information 

Promoting the guarantee and 
enhancement of freedom, 
autonomy and independence 

Promoting realization 
of a universal society 
and community 
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Eligibility for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Candidates for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award” 
Candidates should be individuals/organizations who fall under the following 

categories: 
(1) The candidate’s base should be in the Asia Pacific region.  
(2) Scope of the candidate’s activities should be in the Asia Pacific region.  
(3) The candidate’s base and scope of activities are outside the Asia Pacific region, but 

ripple effects of the candidate’s activities should reach the Asia Pacific region.  

Ineligible activities 
(1) Public activities by national political leaders, national government officials, etc. 

(except for exceptional activities)  
(2) Profit-making activities  
(3) Actions that are associated with, or accompany violence  

Definition of the Asia Pacific region 
Although the Asia Pacific region roughly comprises the countries of Asia and Oceania, 

no specific countries and regions are clearly defined as being members of what’s termed 
the “Asia Pacific region.” In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” great 
importance is placed on the Western Pacific region, including Sakai City. 

Eligibility for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award 

Regions affected by the activities 

Asia Pacific region Other regions 

Candidate’s base 

Asia Pacific region (1)Eligible (1)Eligible 

Other regions (2)Eligible 

(3)Not eligible 
*With the exception of 

activities that have ripple 
effects in the Asia Pacific 

region 
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Screening for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Winners of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award will be selected via screening by 
the Screening Committee from candidates nominated by renowned intellectuals and 
academic organizations from Japan and overseas. 

Screening Committee members for the SAKAI Peace 
Contribution Award 

Name Affiliation etc 

Yasushi 
Akashi

Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General; 
Japanese Government representative for peace-building, 
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Sri Lanka 

Yoshio 
Kawashima Professor emeritus of Osaka University 

Genshitsu
Sen

Former grand master of Japan’s Ura Senke tea ceremony; 
U.N. goodwill ambassador of Japan 

Chikako Taya Professor, Faculty of Law, Hosei University; Former judge of the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia 

Masaaki
Ueda

Professor emeritus of Kyoto University; 

(in alphabetical order by family name) 

The winners  wi l l  receive  the cert i f icate  of  award as  wel l  as  a  cash 
prize ,  which is  ¥3,000,000 for  the grand prize  winner and ¥300,000 for  
the encouragement prize  winners .  

Nominator

Renowned 
intellectuals and 
academic 
organizations from 
Japan and overseas, 
foreign embassies in 
Japan, Japanese 
embassies abroad, 
etc.

Sakai
City 

Select
prize

winners

SAKAI Peace 
Contribution Award 
Screening Committee  

Candidate screenings

Report on 
screening results 

Nomination

Policy to select 
nominators 

Request to 
nominate a 
candidate 

Asking for 
screening 

Nomination 
of a candidate
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The 1st SAKAI Peace Contribution Award: Recipient Selection Process

Selection Procedure 
Recommendations for award candidates are gathered from the Screening Committee, as 

well as domestic and overseas experts and academic institutions (domestic 350, overseas 
150, a total of 500 recommendations). 

After receiving the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Selection Committee s list of 
recommended candidates, the city determines the award recipients. 
Process 

February Recommendation forms sent to referees(500 forms, domestic and overseas)
Deadline for recommendations (36 recommendations)
Background check of award candidates

June Selection documents sent to Screening Committee
July 7 Screening Committee commences
July 31

winner, 1 organization)

2008
April 18

Composition of Referees

Composition of Candidates

No. of
recommendations

Domestic individuals 200 23
Domestic research
Institutions
Domestic universities 60 2
Intermediate NGOs 30 0
Overseas Research
Institutions
Miscellaneous Overseas
Organizations
Overseas universities 30 1
Foreign embassies in
Japan
Japanese Overseas
Embassies

36Total 500

20 0

Overseas

40 5

40

150

2

20 0

Domestic 350
60 3

Category
No. of
recommendations
requested

Individuals Organizations Total
Domestic 15 9 24

Overseas 8 4 12
Total 23 13 36

Award recipients decided(1 Grand Prize winner, 1 Encouragement Prize
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The 1st Award Ceremony for the SAKAI 

Peace Contribution Award 

PROGRAM

[OPENING]

Mayor’s Address Keisuke Kihara 

Corporate Sponsor’s Address       Asahi Shimbun Osaka Head Office 
Managing Editor 
Yoshifumi Otsuka 

Report of Award Citation          Screening Committee for the SAKAI 
Peace Contribution Award 
Chairperson: Masaaki Ueda 

Presentation of Prizes             Mayor of Sakai: Keisuke Kihara 

Comment of Screening Committee Members 
Screening Committee for the SAKAI 
Peace Contribution Award 
Yasushi Akashi 

                                 Yoshio Kawashima 
                                 Chikako Taya 

Acceptance Speeches       Grand Prize : Jehan Perera 

 Encouragement Prize : Hideto Yoshioka 

                                 Encouragement Prize :  
                                 The Japan-Nepal Female 

Education Association (JNFEA) 
                                 Chairperson: Yasuko Yamashita 

[CLOSING]

[PEACE LIVE]  Hanna “Sing for Peace of the World” 

[COMMEMORATIVE SPEECH]  
“A DOVE SITS ON MY SHOULDER” By Jehan Perera 
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The 1st Award Ceremony for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award was held on 
October 6th (Monday), 2008 in the Royal Hall of the RIHGA ROYAL HOTEL 
SAKAI. 

Present at the ceremony were Sri Lankan peace activist Jehan Perera (Grand 
Prize), the physician Hideto Yoshioka (Encouragement Prize) and Yasuko 
Yamashita, Chief Director of the NPO the Japan-Nepal Female Education 
Association (Encouragement Prize), each of whom was presented with a 
commemorative certificate and shield by Mayor Kihara. After the ceremony, Mr. 
Perera gave a commemorative lecture, which was attended by more than 400 
citizens.

During the ceremony, Mayor Kihara stated, “The various activities of each of 
today’s recipients are outstanding, and represent the very embodiment of the 
philosophy which is behind this award. It is my hope that, beginning with peace in 
the Asian Pacific region, the creation of this award will come to play a role in the 
realization of World Peace, and will also give rise to fresh opportunities for 
exchange and cooperation between the countries and regions concerned.” 

Lanka, a country beset with ongoing ethnic conflict, said, “Receiving this award has 
given me the message that there are people out there in the world who support our 
activities. It gives us strong support, and courage, as we strive to carry on our work 
under very difficult conditions.” 

Mr. Yoshioka added, “Thinking about peace and life, and what we can do for the 
world, I want us to send more and more outstanding Japanese people to help 
overseas.” Ms. Yamashita said, “This award is filled with the people of Sakai’s hopes 
for peace, and I will strive to advance the activities of our association with the honor 
of having received my award in my heart.” 

Mr. Perera, who continues to carry out nonviolent peace-building activities in Sri 
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Award Symbol 

The award symbol is the shape of the Nintoku-ryo Tumulus with the “S” of Sakai 
over the Tumulus. The white forms the “P” of peace and taking flight from the 
tumulus is a dove, the symbol of peace. 

Peace has been central to the culture and history of Sakai since ancient 
times.Through this award we hope to share the message of peace and human rights 
with the world. (Symbol designed by Hiroshi Iwata) 

Mistress of Ceremony & Peace Live

Hanna (Gospel Singer/Soul Messenger) 

Born in Osaka and residing in Sakai, at the age of 16 Hanna travelled alone to 
experience life in the USA. She graduated from the George Washington University 
Graduate School of International Affairs. She changed her career because of illness, 
which led her to thinking not only about world peace but also “peace of mind”. Aided 
by the gospel music that she learned as a child, she recovered from her illness and 
became a gospel singer. Through gospel, a music style born from the history of 
slavery and societal change, she gives public performances about human rights, 
gender, international affairs, and different cultures in schools and cities. She 
continues to sing songs to represent and heal the souls of her listeners. 




