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Screening Committee for the Award 
INTRODUCTION of Committee Members

Masaaki Ueda, Committee Chairperson 
Born in 1927 
Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University  
    After graduating from the Department of History, Faculty of Letters at Kyoto 
University, he became a professor at Kyoto University in 1971 and retired from the 
post in 1991. He then served in a variety of posts at academic institutions, such as 
president of Osaka Women’s University. His current positions include academic 
adviser to Sakai City, professor emeritus of Northwest University in China, 
chairperson for the Society of Asian Studies, honorary director of the Osaka 
Prefectural Central Library, director of the Himeji City Museum of Literature, 
director of the Koryo Museum of Art and honorary director of the Shimane Museum 
of Ancient Izumo. 
    He is a leading authority on Japanese history and studies the ancient history of 
Japan and East Asia from the perspective of many different academic fields, 
including mythology and folklore. In addition to his academic activities, he has 
made significant social contributions through his efforts to promote human rights 
both at home and abroad, including serving as president of the Kyoto Human 
Rights Research Institute and chairperson of the Human Rights Ordinance Forum 
in Sakai City. 

Yasushi Akashi, Committee Member  
Born in 1931 
Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General  
    After graduating from the Department of American Studies, College of Arts and 
Sciences at the University of Tokyo, he studied as a Fulbright Scholar at the 
Graduate School of the University of Virginia, and later at Columbia University. He 
became the first Japanese citizen to join the United Nations Secretariat in 1957, 
and took up the post of special representative of the secretary general to the United 
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) in 1992, contributing to 
peace building in Cambodia. He also served as special representative of the 
secretary general for the former Yugoslavia, special adviser to the secretary general 
and undersecretary general for humanitarian affairs, before leaving the U.N. in 
1997. Later, he held various posts such as chair for the Advisory Council on 
International Peace Cooperation. His current responsibilities include chairman of 
the Japan Center for Conflict Prevention. Since 2002 he has worked for peace 
building and reconstruction in Sri Lanka, as Japanese Government Representative 
for Peace-building, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction. 
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Genshitsu Sen, Committee Member 
Born in 1923 
Urasenke Grand Master XV 
    He coined his motto ‘peacefulness through a bowl of tea’ based on the ideals 
underlying chado, or the Way of Tea − ‘wa (harmony) - kei (respect) - sei (purity) - 
jyaku (tranquility)’− established by the 16th century tea master Sen no Rikyu. With 
this motto, for half a century he has visited more than 60 countries, calling for world 
peace and promoting international understanding of the Japanese culture through 
chado. He became the first recipient of the Order of Culture in the chado world. His 
current positions include president of U. N. Association of Japan and Japan-U.N. 
goodwill ambassador. He holds a Ph.D. in philosophy. 

Chikako Taya, Committee Member 
Born in 1946 
Professor of the Faculty of Law, Hosei University 
    After graduating from the Department of International Relations, College of 
Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo, she held posts including public 
prosecutor at the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office, public prosecutor at the 
Criminal Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Justice, public prosecutor at the United 
Nations Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, counselor of the Management 
and Coordination Agency, public prosecutor at the Supreme Public Prosecutors 
Office, and professor of the Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies at 
Kobe University, before assuming her current post in 2005. She also worked on 
human rights issues on the international stage as a judge on the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, from September 2001 to September 
2004, member of the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and 
member of the U.N. Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women. 

Yoshio Kawashima, Committee Member 
Born in 1934 
Professor Emeritus of Osaka University 
    He graduated from the School of Law at Osaka University and became a 
professor in 1977and then dean in 1991 at the School of Law at Osaka University, 
then dean at Osaka School of International Public Policy at Osaka University in 
1994 before leaving the university in 1997. He has extensive knowledge and 
experience in international human rights, acquired while serving in various posts 
including dean of the Faculty of Law and Policy at Tezukayama University, director 
of the Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Kansai, president of Senri 
Kinran University and director of the Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information 
Center.  
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Report of Award Citation 
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Chairperson 

: Masaaki Ueda 

Thank you all for making time in your busy schedules to take part in today’s 
award ceremony, the first for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. 

On behalf of the Screening Committee, I would like to say a few words about how 
we chose this year’s award recipients. As his Honor the Mayor said a few moments 
ago, Sakai City has as a community always sought to find peace and freedom, from 
ancient, through medieval to modern times, and has always found a way to survive 
the many adversities it has faced in each of these ages. There is much in its culture 
and history that is worthy of attention. Was not Sakai City the first city in Japan to 
establish an Ordinance for Fostering Communities Respecting Peace and Human 
Rights, an ordinance which cherishes peace and human rights above all things? The 
ordinance came into effect last January, and I had the honor to chair the meeting in 
which it was put together. I was struck by the passion everyone there felt towards 
the brilliant history and traditions of the citizens of Sakai, and towards the dream 
of building a town where human rights and peace will always come first. It was 
through that ordinance that the Peace Contribution Award came into being. 

The first thing we did as members of the Screening Committee was to discuss 
intensively on what criteria we should base our decision. We wanted this to be an 
award which would strike a chord with the international community, and in 
particular the Asian Pacific region, and we approached our task keeping in mind 
that a contribution to peace should be rooted in a spirit of freedom and 
independence. Furthermore, our deliberations were constantly informed by the 
sense that there is a link between world peace and the spirit of hospitality which is 
the heart of tea ceremony, so much a symbol of Sakai’s history. Also, this was to be 
an award to be presented not to people who had already achieved distinction in the 
field of peace, but to individuals and organizations making an active contribution to 
peace now. It was our hope that, by accepting this award, the recipients might be 
encouraged to further activity, and further brilliance. We approached the task of 
selection keeping in mind all these ideas. As a result, we are honored today to 
present Sri Lankan human rights activist Mr. Jehan Perera with the Grand Prize. 

the International Medical NPO Japan Heart, and to everyone at the Japan-Nepal 
Female Education Association. 

As you all know, Sri Lanka became independent in 1948. Sadly, however, conflict 
over issues of ethnicity and religion has been ongoing since 1983, and the country 
finds itself today in a state of civil war. A cease-fire agreement was reached in 2002, 
but in January of this year the conflict resumed. In the midst of all this, Mr. Jehan  

Encouragement Prizes will be presented to Dr. Hideto Yoshioka, representative for 
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Perera set up the NGO the National Peace Council (NPC), and continues to work as 
its representative under extraordinarily difficult circumstances. It is a great honor 
to present the Grand Prize to Mr. Perera, who, heedless of his own personal safety 
and the many dangers around him, strives tirelessly to build peace beneath a flag of 
nonviolence, overcoming political and party differences, religious and factional 
differences, and race and tribal differences. It is our earnest hope that this award 
may further encourage him in his activities, and that through it his work may 
receive the international recognition it deserves. 

Today’s Encouragement Prize winner, Dr. Hideto Yoshioka of the International 
Medical Volunteers was involved in emergency medicine in Osaka and Kanagawa, 
and from 1995 to 1997 he was engaged in medical aid work in Myanmar. After that 
he came back to Japan for a time, but returned to Myanmar in 2003 to resume his 
activities with new vigor, and in 2004 he set up the International Medical 
Volunteers: Japan Heart. His organization sends dozens of Japan’s finest doctors to 
help people in some of the poorest regions of the country, where there is, needless to 
say, no kind of medical support. His contributions do not stop there: he has also set 
up a nursing organization which dispatches nurses overseas to gain experience 
working under some of the most difficult circumstances. I hear that he is now 
planning to widen his activities to include Cambodia and Nepal. I wish him every 
success with his future work. 

In Nepal, particularly in rural and mountain villages, life for children is 
extremely harsh conditions. There is no system of compulsory education in the 
country, so almost no children living in rural areas have the opportunity to receive a 
satisfactory schooling. Many of these children are maltreated, for example being 
forced from a young age to do farm labor, carrying water, working in the fields and 
tending to livestock. The Japan-Nepal Female Education Association aims to 
improve access to education for young girls living in such areas. To this end, in 2006 
the Association built a dormitory in the women’s university in Pokhara City. The 
name of this dormitory is “Sakura”, a symbol of Japan. Every year, the dormitory 
takes in 10 students and trains them to be elementary school teachers, before 
sending them out to rural areas. These new teachers then continue to receive 
support through so-called “foster parents”. It goes without saying that improving 
education in Nepal is playing a big role in improving the status of women. This 
award is for everyone at the Japan-Nepal Female Education Association, with all 
our hopes for their continued activity and success. 

I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to all of today’s award winners. 
I confidently believe that the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, the first of its 

kind, will not simply be one local authority’s transient award. I would like to ask all 
of you to continue to give this award your invaluable support and cooperation, so 
that its message can be sent across Asia and the Pacific to all parts of the world. 
Thank you. 
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Comment of Screening Committee Members 
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Yasushi Akashi 

First I would like to thank Mayor Kihara for explaining so clearly how it was that the 
Peace Contribution Award, which it would not be going too far to say symbolizes the 
City of Sakai itself, came to be established. I, too, feel nothing but admiration for the 
pride the citizens take in being the first to open up to other countries, adopting a stance 
which has taking action at its heart. 

Committee Chairman Mr. Ueda has already spoken eloquently on the selection 
process, and I would not presume to reiterate anything he has already told us. 

Dr. Hideto Yoshioka, winner of one of today’s Encouragement Prizes, continues his 
humanitarian work in Myanmar, Cambodia, and many other places besides. The 
Japan-Nepal Female Education Association, represented today by its Chief Director Ms. 
Yasuko Yamashita, continues to overcome extremely difficult conditions in order to 
carry out its important work in Nepal, said to be one of Asia’s poorest countries. My 
warmest congratulations to you both. 

The peace and human rights activities of Mr. Jehan Perera, winner of today’s Grand 
Prize, working in Sri Lanka, deserves to receive the utmost attention. We live in Japan, 
a land blessed with relative peace and prosperity, but in Asia, Africa and throughout the 
world, there are many countries where life is much harder. Sri Lanka may be a country 
blessed by nature, but as Mr. Ueda explained, it is also a country whose people continue 
to endure civil war, a country whose people continue to be divided over issues of 
ethnicity and religion. To work as a peace activist in such a land is not easy. It would be 
impossible for anyone concerned with peace in Sri Lanka to overlook the work of Mr. 
Perera, who lays his own life on the line every week championing peace in newspaper 
and magazine articles. As you all know, there have been many attempts to get other 
countries involved with the peace effort in Sri Lanka, in cooperation with Japan, 
America, the European Union, Norway etc. Alas, so far there has been little effect. 
However, through Mr. Perera’s brilliant example, through his indomitable spirit, 
perhaps we too can be inspired to persevere, and to do more to help, even indirectly, Sri 
Lanka’s struggle for peace and human rights. 

Finally, I would like to say what a great honor it has been to have been involved in the 
selection process, and carry out my duties as a Screening Committee member according 
to the tremendous passion and interest that the people of Sakai City feel towards these 
issues. Thank you. 
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Mr. Jehan Perera, I would like to extend my hearty 
congratulations to you for your winning of the first 
SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. I really appreciate 
your noble and painstaking endeavors for the sake of 
peace building in Sri Lanka. 

chosen few
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Comment of Screening Committee Members 
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Yoshio Kawashima 

Mr. Jehan Perera, I would like to extend my hearty congratulations to you for 
your winning of the first SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. I really appreciate your 
noble and painstaking endeavors for the sake of peace building in Sri Lanka. 
Also, I would like to congratulate today’s Encouragement Prize winners, Dr. Hideto 
Yoshioka of International Medical Association: Japan Heart, and Ms. Yasuko 
Yamashita of the Japan-Nepal Female Education Association. My most heartfelt 
congratulations to you both. 

The nature and objectives of this year’s award recipients’ activities may be 
different, but what they plainly all share is a love for humankind, and what lies 
behind them all is a love for all human beings, regardless of nation or place. 
Furthermore, I have been struck time and again the award recipients’ selfless 
commitment to their work, in the pursuit of which they sometimes show a complete 
lack of regard for their own safety. There were a great many candidates for this 
year’s SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, all of whose activities are outstanding. 
Today’s recipients are the so-called “chosen few”, and it is my great hope that these 
awards can give you further encouragement in your respective activities.  

My deepest congratulations to you all. 
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Comment of Screening Committee Members 
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Chikako Taya 

I would like to say a few words about today’s awards. 
Mr. Jehan Perera, please let me offer you my sincere congratulations. 
It’s now five years ago since I retired, but I once served as a judge at the 

International Criminal Court on War Crimes in the former Yugoslavia. As I’m sure 
you all know, the process of fragmentation whereby the former Yugoslavia broke up 
into separate nations was accompanied by bloody civil wars between its various 
ethnic groups. To this day, a great many people are haunted by the question, why 
did people who had hitherto lived together in harmony suddenly become so 
barbarous towards each other, and why did the intelligentsia just stand by and do 
nothing to stop them? Many among the intelligentsia, indeed almost all, just went 
with the flow and said nothing. There were those who opposed what was going on, 
but even they fell silent as soon as they felt themselves to be in any danger. 
Nevertheless, however few, there were still some people who ignored the dangers 
and stuck to their principles. Many of them were tortured and murdered along with 
people from other ethnic groups. This is all historical fact. 

However, when the trials began after the war, there were many who said that 
those people could have said and done more to stop the killing. But what I came to 
understand was just how difficult it must have been for people to put their own lives 
on the line in order to stand up for what was right and take action. I wondered 
whether, in such times of conflict, above all else the most important human values 
might be sticking to one’s principles and not losing oneself in the events of the time. 

Jehan Perera’s peace activities truly represent these ideals, and they have left a 
very deep impression on me. According to this morning’s papers, the conflict in Sri 
Lanka is continuing to escalate, but I truly hope that this award will draw more 
attention to Mr. Perera’s activities, increasing his freedom to carry out his work, 
and help build the foundations of peace. 

I would also like to congratulate Dr. Yoshioka on receiving his award. I have 
heard how in Myanmar, in the aftermath of the recent cyclone, hardly any 
humanitarian aid reached the affected areas.  

I’ve also read in the newspapers about the political situation in Myanmar. Than 
Shwe, the aging leader of the military government, rules the country according to 
the principle that the people don’t need to know why, only to do as they are told. He 
decides everything on his own without consulting with anyone. Since he decides  
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everything with one accompanied person, nobody even knows who will be the next 
successor. Only he seems to know what’s going on. Doing peace and humanitarian 
work in such conditions must be very difficult indeed.  

When it comes to medical aid organizations, Médecins Sans Frontières is of 
course very famous, and so it is all the more tremendous an achievement to have set 
up Japan’s own independent organization, with its own approach, i.e. technological 
cooperation and the transfer of nursing expertise. I sincerely hope that Dr. 
Yoshioka’s work continues to grow in scale, and becomes acknowledged all around 
the world. 

Finally, I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to Ms. Yamashita, of the 
Japan-Nepal Female Education Association. I have also visited Nepal myself, as a 
part of the ODA Investigation. I have experienced first hand not only the poverty in 
the region, but also its geographical inaccessibility. There are seemingly endless 
accounts of how women from the region, poor and with no education, end up selling 
their own bodies across the border in India just to survive. The Japan-Nepal Female 
Education Association worked hard for many years in Nepal to provide 
teacher-training opportunities, following the model of the former teacher-training 
colleges in Japan, and their efforts have really begun to pay off. With the ODA 
having finally petered out and so many other projects failing to bring results, it was 
retired teachers and instructors who at last launched a project with real promise, 
through which they could make the most of their own experience. I hope that their 
work meets with ever-greater success. 

Thank you everyone. 




