CRE
iR KRR 84

AR, B E WO RO ANMEREN/ VIR LI EEZ S 2 0 i D E
ZADT, NEFIE AMEDOHRE ) 72D 2 ERMIFF SN TEYD £9, LoLaens,
WICFRER Z LTS ETH, Ak, R TIE, gk FORmH - RO %)
SR IR BEOBIEECHR AT D & L b, AURCARD S BT
IRVRBLDMoE N TV E T,

Bu, doER i ESeh o BIGEH E LTRSHMbOA TS Lo,
R PR LEMA, ZLTHECELET, TNENORREZ HH & BIRORKHT
0 E . BREZT ORI LW L 2 R UL DR S WEHiTH 0
£, R TH, HHS TH HORIEZ KR LIEARE - TRIKD TZEDE;] OFEL
HR OB, £ SITRENEATEERE NMEFEOYETH D L EAET,

Fo, BUX TN E CTEITIRHROISKDOEL, [LARMROKIKE O, 5 kK
BEIZ X DBRRZEEE L 3T 72D | BRELOHEKIZ L o TEERM 2 KT B2 2T E L
oo LWL B, ZOHRE, EROKRIHEAL T RO TE L EHZ R L,
BECIE, IR EMT 3FEHEZ A, A0 8 4 T ANEHET 20N EZ KT D4
e LTERRBRERT TWET,

R B & LT3R L ORI b A R o8 Tl BemtaEsl i T
gL L, TNETOFfE AHEEEOTR Y MAZEE 2, £ETHOTO [¥EF
ENMEABHETHEL I VLA 2T, AENEEINL SIS DLHETE
KL UL TOYFI~DOHY 7 A FEMBAYICHEE L T D & 2 AT,

EVbiT, FBNCESZARRLE L THBET - 8 ERERE) Ly, 7
VT RKFPEHSSE O RN B S - F A2 B BHET S5 Z L 2B L, B o i
T, MDIBZORVERIOEBEERERETH L L HIC, TREROE 25 M EICE
HTHEY £,

BRARIZ D F L2y, H1mE THBET - B FmEmE ) REXZBRET 512
B2V, ZREDIRNZHBY X LEELZESOERITL & LY, PIHFMtz
FLHD, THHVWELEEELETXTOFRICOPLESBILH L ETFET L LD
2. AtkE b, REBEOBANRAZGY £ X0 BBOHE L LETET,



GREETINGS

Keisuke Kihara, Mayor of Sakai City

This century is expected to be the “century of peace and human rights”, born from
the repeated wars and human rights violations of the 20th century. Despite this
optimism, unfortunately there are still many cases of regional, religious, and ethnic
conflicts that generate millions of victims and refugees and leave many people
mired in poverty and famine.

Sakai is well known for the ancient Nintoku-ryo Tumulus and as a medieval
autonomous city. It is a cultural city with a glorious history and a tradition of
development from ancient and medieval to modern times that has been driven by
the spirit of freedom and self-governance. Of particular note are the principles of
the tea ceremony that were perfected by Sakai-born Sen-no-Rikyu. The principles of
Harmony, Respect, Purity, and Tranquility epitomize the culture of peace and
respect for human rights in Sakai.

The community of Sakai was devastated by war on three occasions, once during
the Oei Rebellion in the Muromachi period, again during the Summer War of Osaka
in the Edo period and finally from air raids in World War II. However, each time the
progressive citizens of Sakai were able to make a strong recovery. With a population
of 840,000 and as one of Japan’s leading cities, Sakai has developed steadily in the
three years since becoming an ordinance-designated city.

After becoming an ordinance-designed city, Sakai, with its history and culture
founded on peace, implemented Japan’s first “Ordinance for Fostering Communities
Respecting Peace and Human Rights”. The city is actively making efforts to foster
communities with respect for human rights and to promote peace at the local level.

We created the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award” based on the principles of this
ordinance, and through it we aim to reward people who contribute to peace in the
Asia Pacific region. With this award we hope to further civil awareness and will
devote more effort to communicating from Sakai to the world the importance of
peace.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone involved,
including the screening committee members and the Asahi Shimbun Company who
contributed enormously. As always, we appreciate your continued support for and

contributions to our activities.
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Corporate Sponsor’s Address

Yoshifumi Otsuka, Managing Editor, Asahi Shimbun Osaka Head Office

I would like to offer a few words of greeting, as a supporter of this award.

First, let me congratulate Grand Prize winner Mr. Jehan Perera and
Encouragement Prize winners Dr. Hideto Yoshioka and everyone at the
Japan-Nepal Female Education Association.

Also, let me express my deep appreciation for all the work done by the members of
the screening committee.

I have read all about the achievements of this year’s award winners, and every
one of them has made a tremendous contribution towards building peace. The
brilliance of their work fills me with courage.

When the people of the City of Sakai kindly asked me if I would be interested in
supporting this award, the decision to get involved required no time at all. When I
asked about the idea behind the award, I was told, “The story of our city’s prosperity
cannot be told without mentioning peace,” and this was a sentiment which I agreed
with wholeheartedly. Now, there may be those who wonder whether such problems
as peace and international diplomacy are jobs not for local government authorities,
but for the whole country. After all, since these are such weighty matters, surely
there are limits to how much a local body can do. Nothing could be further from the
truth, however. Japan is becoming more and more decentralized. We are entering
an age in which the course of Japan will depend not just on decisions at the national
level, but increasingly on how active local government authorities can be. Through
this award, I would like to make an appeal for peace not just to the City of Sakai,
but to the whole world. It goes with out saying, but I believe that as this award
continues to carve out its own history over the next 10, 20, 50, 100 years, its place
and importance will become firmly established. We at Asahi Shimbun would like to
offer our full support to this award, so that it can become known to ever more people
around the world, and be a source of inspiration to people involved in all kinds of
activities for peace. I would also like to ask everyone here today for your continued

cooperation. Thank you.
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The 1st SAKAI Peace Contribution Award: Recipients

The Sakai City Government selected,

as winners of the First SAKAI Peace

Contribution Award, individuals and groups working in the Asia-Pacific region to

realize a peaceful society that ensures that all people can live safely and happily.

Grand Prize
Peace activist engaging in nonviolent
peace-building efforts in Sri Lanka, a
country beset with ethnic conflict

Mr. Jehan Perera

Encouragement Prize

NPO supporting training of female teachers in Nepal

The Japan-Nepal Female Education Association
(JNFEA)
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Encouragement Prize

Physician providing medical care in medically
underserved countries such as Myanmar
Mr. Hideto Yoshioka
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Grand Prize
Mr. Jehan Perera

Profile

Mzr. Jehan Perera is a peace activist, born in 1958. He is the Executive Director of
the Sri Lankan NGO “National Peace Council.”

Sri Lankans have been suffering from ethnic conflict for over 25 years. In 2006
the cease fire ended and the country is being plunged, once again, into armed
conflict. Mr. Perera is involved in a variety of peace activities despite his location in
an unstable political situation and various pressures upon him. Without bias
towards any particular political, religious or ethnic group, he has been involved in
public relations activities and holds workshops to promote a permanent peaceful
resolution. His activities include research, personnel development and peace
education. The National Peace Council won the 2002 Japanese government

sponsored Grant Aid for Grass-Roots Groups.

The Motivating Factors for this Selection

We believe that the role of the private sector in forging peace from the chaos in Sri
Lanka is a vital one. Private based efforts for peace contribute to the democratic
power of the people to create peace in a difficult situation.

We recognize that Mr. Perera has been working towards peace under conditions
such as the suppression of free speech and a populace controlled by force, and that
he faces danger to his own person. We are confident that Mr. Perera’s activities are
vital for progress towards peace in Sri Lanka now and will be even more so in the
near future. We further believe that his efforts serve not only to stabilize the conflict
within Sri Lanka, but have contributed to peace and stability throughout the Asian
region.

Mr. Perera’s activities are a excellent example of the principle of this award:
“Awarding activities that contribute to the strengthening and securing of freedom,
independence and autonomy, and help form a freer and more tolerant world through
the exchange of opinions, philosophies and creating interdependence within
diversity.”

It is our hope that by recognizing Mr. Perera’s activities we can send an
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SAKAI Peace Contribution Award
Grand Prize
Mr. Jehan Perera

In recognition of your distinguished contribution to the
happiness of many people and realization of global peace,
I hereby honor you for your achievements on behalf of the

citizens of Sakai who aspire for peace.
October 6, 2008

Keisuke Kihara
Mayor of Sakai City
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international message to Sri Lanka and support the efforts for peace within the
country. The SAKAI Peace Contribution Award is only one local prize, but we
believe that there is a deep meaning behind the message of peace offered in

awarding this prize to Mr. Perera.
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Acceptance Speech

Grand Prize : Mr. Jehan Perera

Mr. Mayor, members of the Screening Committee, my fellow panelists, ladies and
gentlemen, I am greatly honored to receive the inaugural SAKAI Peace
Contribution Award today in the City of Sakai, which has a long history and
tradition of an empowered citizenry. This award is very special as it comes from
the people of Japan, represented by the people of Sakai City. I am also grateful to
the members of the Screening Committee and those who nominated me for having
reposed their trust in me and to the members of Sakai’'s Human Rights
Department who have taken so much trouble to prepare for this event.

Receiving this award will do much to strengthen me and all those who work for
peace in Sri Lanka. You show us that we are not alone, we are not isolated in the
work we do for peace and human rights, and that people of goodwill throughout the
world stand in solidarity with us. There are other workers for peace and human
rights in this region who also merited this award. For whatever reason, you gave
1t to me. My sincere hope is that the ties that now link Sakai with Sri Lanka will
grow in the future and bring us closer together in one universal family.

As an Asian country, Japan is greatly respected by the people of Sri Lanka. You
have shown how to transform a society that has been shattered by war into a
society of peace and human rights and to be a provider of aid to the world. Japan
has been Sri Lanka’s largest provider of aid for many years. In more recent years
Japan has also been assisting Sri Lanka in its quest for peace. The government of
Japan appointed Mr Yasushi Akashi to be its peace representative to Sri
Lanka. The Government of Japan also hosted peace talks during the period of
cease fire in 2002 and 2003 in Japan, and Japan also hosted a very big donor
conference in July, 2003.

Japan has supported the work of numerous civil society and NGO groups to
promote peace. The sincere interest in Sri Lanka and the well being of its people
is not limited to the Government of Japan and its representatives. It also extends
to members of civil society in Japan who have demonstrated a long term
commitment to the well-being of Sri Lanka. I will only mention two such persons,
Professor Yoshiko Ashiwa, who I see sitting here, and Professor Nakamura, who
have devoted many years of their lives to Sri Lanka.

The new peace award that Sakai City has established and decided to award to a
Sri Lankan peace worker is yet another peace initiative from Japan. Through this
award, Sakai will be sending to Sri Lanka and the rest of the world a message from
Japan about the importance of peace and human rights in the governance of
countries. The award also highlights the bonds that link us in Sri Lanka and the
National Peace Council, to which I belong, to the larger civil society outside. As
this is the very first time this prize is being given I am especially honored and
moved by the trust that you have placed in me. I will do everything possible to
live up to your expectations.

-12-



JE TR E NEOEBEHICOWTHRIFAOLN TN D ERWET, F-ZoZ Licky,
A2V Z v, ZLTHMEEHILTWANPCHHRT LR ERI - TV ENWH Z &
M RSN ERNWET, SRNPZOEOE —RERZSG VW) Z LT, FAEEFLT
KEI ST EEBRENFIZEN, FLESLZITTWET, ZTHFFICIhZDE51C, T
XMWY DOZEELTVELENEBNETS,

COZEICHTEVERICHLWEEL Z IRV ELEZ3 00 HEZ LD L Il »
TVWSAEZFE L, £ LT, FADOEEIZ2 X2 T N3 OOEERITNL—TDANT-HIZ
LT HREFLLEVIBZICED E L7z, 7, EOMRTE ITIFEL TN TW 5 A
EENEDOANHLTT, ZOHEDO3 501, 100 FHEEREE LTHEY, ZLTEOR
EENZ = HOFERMOTZd~DO|MY flAE Xz TnENERWET, BFLn iz, #
TR T 2 ERERRESE S, FAORMT 21 00 T EFRBEAH LTI NDENS Z &
W27 ELE, TLTNPC - BUEiEEEE LD B, EOROFEFITEIF I m)) TR
HEARRTHZ L1270 £ L, FRIISENT, BEOR L~V THEEIThbILTWET A,
EERREE AR O Z 2 3EEAEHLD EHA, UL, 2O LEEATLR, AU T
HENT—EORBMEZITDHIENTEDHEITRDEDTT,

T, FAOFEFEEL, BB L TR Y £ ERERGE®RS O O/ 7 gD |
WY Lo TWET, BHOFRER. £72, —MIEFELZ L TW DO RZ v 772608
R TE b e REZERICE 2 TN TWET, ZZTHED I B, IHIZ3450
1D100HM%ZZONPCOMEOEAIEAEIZFTTT, BEHWOT-OIZFIH LW E
BUEF,

FNDNORBIEME T, 7o, @8H CRZ XX TINEFEDO Z L2 BN b bITIC
TFEVWDEREA, ZO20FMT o XX T NE L, TAY W THEF LA,
JE L7 F0E, BIfF SN T2 L ) 2Bfkics 2t iExdb v FHATLE, b VIicR
TUT 4 T CEOBOY T 4+ — X VIFEN MDD TT, ik, Ty —oREic
Hlo7=b0Td, HEEX, B PFREEZZE LTV VYT b RRTLE, FRIE, O
ZOWRW, DEVHEOREBONELOTDIIEET5Z L2 XL TINE LT,

INLNWZ LICHFEIL, MFORTOLE THROFEIEER Z XX TN TWET, BHE
OEBRPELN T UL, FEFOFEVICEEY, FEEiT 2S00, RV %2 Lk
WTLEoTNET, £72, BUVE, BENEMEINTH, FRITICHF IROST
STLNELL, TTLHEVD1 00 THEFREDTDITFRE LW EBWET, FEL,
ZZIEBVET, RROXEE L TN TEE L,

EAEAIEMICIR D £ LTz, &BICH H—F, i, BELZBSOBERT . £ L TAKE
HOFTHBIZZD LI BRENHENTIEL LWERELSTESNWELZZ L 2WH THILH L
EFET, TEHEREH - 8 SFEERE ] 25, B R<HER TR BERBREDO—2IZRY
FT2LELPLITVET, T LT, ZOLICH U E I REOSE N 2T TEWDY £3,
HbONLEH>TINELT, FEAND)

-13-



I have given much thought as to what I should do with the generous prize money
of 3 million yen that is being given to me. I have decided that it should be given to
the three most important groups of people who have supported me in my work for
peace. One such group consists of the grassroots peace workers I work with. It is
my intention to set aside one third of the Sakai prize money amounting to 1 million
yen to establish a fund that will honor the peace work of grassroots activists in my
country.

I am happy to inform you that my organization, the Governing Board, has
agreed to match my contribution of 1 million yen with an equivalent amount and
establish a NPC-Sakai Trust Fund for peace prizes to grassroots peace workers.
There is much peace work that is taking place amidst very difficult conditions at
the grassroots level. But those who do such work will not receive international
recognition. But now those who work for peace at the grassroots level will receive
some national recognition in Sri Lanka.

I also recognize that the work I do for peace is built upon the institutional
support that I receive from my organization the National Peace Council. My
colleagues in the Governing Board and the staff who work with me give me
strength and insights that I cannot do without. Therefore I have decided to set
aside 1 million yen of the Sakai prize money to the Staff Welfare Fund of the
National Peace Council to be used for charitable purposes.

Finally I must acknowledge the moral and financial support extended to me by
my family over the past two decades. When I returned to Sri Lanka after
obtaining my education in the United States, I did not do what was expected, and
join the ranks of the foreign-qualified professionals in my country. Instead I
accepted a volunteers pay and joined the grassroots level organization called
Sarvodaya, which is based on Gandhian principles, headed by the Niwano Peace
Prize winner Dr A T Ariyaratne. My family supported me in my decision to work
for the development of the poorest in my country.

Today I am happy to say that my family continues to support me in my work for
peace in a time of war. When I have faced death threats, my family has stood by
me, and said that I must do my duty without stepping back. When I have faced
insults and been called a traitor, my family has sided with me, and defended
me. So I have decided to set aside one million yen for my family. My wife is
present here to support me.

It is now time for me to end my acceptance speech. Once again I wish to thank
Sakai City, the members of the Steering Committee, and the staff of the Human
Rights Department of Sakai City for everything they have done to make this
inaugural event a successful and memorable one. My sincere hope is that the
Sakai Peace Contribution Award will soon take its place amongst the great awards
of the world. I, for my part, will do my best to be deserving of the great trust you
have placed in me.

-14-
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COMMEMORATIVE SPEECH
“A DOVE SITS ON MY SHOULDER” By Jehan Perera

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am privileged to address you today as a peace worker from distant Sri Lanka at
a time when world politics is shadowed by the global war against terrorism, the
effects of which extend to all parts of the world and to everyone, including you in
Japan. The governments of the most powerful countries are on the same side in
this war against terrorism, although some of them, such as the Government of
Japan, have more nuanced positions on the issue of terrorism than others. This
global war against terrorism that took shape after the attack on the World Trade
Center building in the United States on September 11, 2001 has had its impact on
smaller countries and smaller conflicts, such as those in Sri Lanka.

In my country the post 9/11 international environment at first yielded a positive
change. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who had taken up arms
against the Sri Lankan state, and had used terrorism as one of their modes of
warfare, declared a unilateral ceasefire in December 2001, just 3 months after the
attack. This shift was reciprocated by the government at that time headed by
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe. And the Government of Norway enabled a
formal Ceasefire Agreement to be facilitated between the Government and the
LTTE.

Today, unfortunately, the Ceasefire Agreement is no longer in existence and the
members of the government that signed the ceasefire agreement are today in the
opposition. The Ceasefire Agreement has been abrogated by the Government of
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, in January 2008. But the blame for this end to this
ceasefire cannot be put on the Sri Lankan government alone. The foundations of the
Ceasefire were weakened five years earlier when the LTTE walked out of peace
talks in March 2003 and also refused to attend the Tokyo donor conference that was
hosted by the Government of Japan in July 2003.

Even as I address you today, as was pointed out in the opening ceremony, the war
in Sri Lanka has intensified. According to findings by Uppsala University in
Sweden, in 2007 there were four major wars in the world. Uppsala University
defined major war to be that in which more than 1000 battlefield deaths took place
in a year. The Sri Lankan conflict was one of those four. And it only followed the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Recently, the government claimed that in the past 2
years 11,000 rebel soldiers had been killed by the Sri Lankan government. Even if
this figure is exaggerated, when you add to that the number of government soldiers
who have died as well as civilians who have been killed, we can see that the figure

will easily be more than 1000.
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In the present round of warfare it appears that the Sri Lankan government has
the advantage. Government forces are today at the outskirts of the rebel capital of
Kilinochchi in the north. The government has already captured all of the eastern
territory and half of the northern territory that the rebels once held. But now with
the rebels concentrated in the remaining half of the north that they once controlled
almost fully, the most ferocious phase of the war is likely to commence. The
situation of the civilian population in that part of the country is very terrible. The
LTTE has not permitted civilians to come out. They are instead keeping them in
there where they forcibly recruit them into their army and also possibly use them as
human shields when the government army starts coming in. The people of that area
now do not have access to even international humanitarian support, as the
government told the international aid workers to leave that area temporarily as the
government could not guarantee their safety. So we can imagine what the plight of
civilians would be.

DIFFERENT CLIMATE

The Sri Lankan government today appears to believe that what was not possible
over the past 25 years will be possible. The reason is that the government has
special advantages at this time. The biggest advantage, I think, is that the
government 1s headed by a leadership that says that the war must be won at any
price. It is a very determined government. But the cost is also very high. It
includes a lot of financial expenditures. It includes a tolerance for large scale loss
of life and violations of human rights. It includes abductions, targeted killings and
the mass displacement of civilians from their homes. With every victory, also the
hubris of nationalism adds to the anxieties of the minorities in our country.

Another important advantage that the government has this time is the changed
international environment. It is the relative silence of the international community
to the war that is being fought in my country. The most powerful countries of the
world, including the United States, China, India, Pakistan and Iran are supporting
the Sri Lankan militarily. Although Japan is not supporting Sri Lanka militarily,
Japan continues to provide high level economic assistance, which can take the
pressure off the government and its budget because the Japanese aid is coming in.

Although neither Sri Lanka nor the LTTE are key actors in the international
global war, it can be seen that the events that are taking place in Sri Lanka are
influenced by the global war against terrorism. Many prominent features of the
global war against terrorism are found in Sri Lanka, including the violation of
human rights with impunity, the arrest of people and disappearance of people. What
is happening in the global scene in the war against terrorism is also happening in
Sri Lanka, and the message that those who are not with us are against us. The
message of global war against terrorism is also repeated in Sri Lanka, and those
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who do not support the war are therefore said to be traitors.

The other critical impact of the global war against terrorism is the deterrent
action that the international community is taking against fund raising and arms
purchases by the rebel group. There have been crackdowns on LTTE cells working
internationally, operatives of the LTTE have been arrested internationally and
LTTE front organisations banned. The LTTE itself has been banned in many
countries, including the United States, Canada and the entirety of the EU. This
has had a crippling effect on the LTTE and may account for its weakness or its
apparent weakness at this time.

Due in part to global developments, the asymmetry that exists between the state
and a rebel organisation has increased to a level that many in Sri Lanka think that
war can be a solution to the conflict. There is now a growing confidence within the
government, and within the larger society, that a military solution is at last
possible after 25 years. But along with military victories has come the pride of
ethnic nationalism. And this itself makes the ethnic conflict worse because the
minorities start to feel threatened and fearful. Public opinion polls that have been
carried out in my country also show a growing polarization with members of the
ethnic majority supporting the war and saying that first there must be a military
solution, second a political solution. Whereas the members of the ethnic minority

say first there must be a political solution, then the war can stop.

WHISPERING DOVE

So far I have given a very brief overview of the war in Sri Lanka and the two
entities I have referred to as the Government of Sri Lanka and the
LTTE. Explaining what this conflict is what I have been doing both in foreign
countries and in my own country. I have to explain this conflict to my own people
what actually this conflict is about. My work for peace began over 25 years ago,
when I undertook research on the ethnic conflict as a student in university. From
1984 onwards, since I wrote my first newspaper article, I have addressed the issue
of the ethnic conflict and its peaceful resolution through meeting the media,
through writing to newspapers, through seminars, workshops and by taking part
in public protest peace marches.

Today I work for the National Peace Council of Sri Lanka (NPC) , an
organisation that is non-partisan and multi-ethnic. All ethnic groups are in my
organization. I am a part of a group of civil society activists who set up this
organisation in 1995 to facilitate a people's movement for peace, because our
intention was to support the initiatives for peace taken by the political leaders to
explain to the people of Sri Lanka why political reforms are necessary and why
negotiations are necessary to solve the problem.

My work for peace, however, began before I joined this organisation. It began, as
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I said, when I returned from the United States where I did my undergraduate
studies and commenced my studies on the ethnic conflict. I tried to explain to
Sinhalese why a large section of the Tamil people was opposing the Sri Lankan
state. I wrote to the Sinhalese people who are the majority in my country. I wrote
to them as a Sinhalese trying to explain to Sinhalese with an understanding of how
Sinhalese think and how Sinhalese feel.

One of my earliest childhood memories is of reading the Sinhala language reader
when I was in grade 2. I was reading it in the presence of my parents. I read the
story of King Dutugemunu, one of the great hero kings of Sinhalese history. The
story began with the prince trying to sleep on his bed, but he was not sleeping
stretched out, he was sleeping crouched and bent without stretching out. His
mother came and asked him, “Son, why are you sleeping crouched and bent? You
should stretch out.” And then the prince replied, “I cannot stretch out and sleep
because below me is the great ocean and above me are the Tamils.”

The story that I was reading out aloud went on to say that the prince said he
would go and fight against the Tamils, and that his mother warned him and said
that that was a very dangerous thing to do because the Tamils are a wicked people.
This was the moment when my own mother intervened. She told me not to believe
this story. She told me that the Tamil people were not wicked, and that in fact my
best friend's step father was a Tamil. She also told me we had many other Tamil
friends of our family. One of them was Senator S Nadesan, a former member of Sri
Lanka’s upper house of Parliament, and also one of our greatest human rights
lawyers. I learnt from him the other side of what many Sinhalese saw as Tamil
terrorism. I saw that the State itself could terrorise people and discriminate against
them. I saw that one person's terrorist could be another person's freedom fighter.

The memory of what my mother said, of what Senator Nadesan said, is the dove
that I have referred to as the title of my speech. This is the dove that today whispers
to me. Not only what they said, but what many others have told me, and some that I
cannot remember because it has sunk into my subconscious mind. During my
young days I read a lot, and the novelists who influenced me greatly were the great
Russian novelists. I grew up at a time when the Soviet Union was selling books
cheap in Sri Lanka. The great Russian novels were being sold at a bookshop, and I
used to collect my money and go there every month or so to buy those books. Two
books that had a big impact on me were The Brothers Karamazov by Dostoyevsky
and Resurrection by Tolstoy.

In The Brothers Karamazov, one of the characters is asked “Will you build the
happiness of the world upon the tears of a single child?” And he says “no.” But
today in my country, tens of thousands of children are in refugee camps and
thousands of children have been forcibly recruited by the LTTE to be child
soldiers. The belief on both sides is that war will finally bring peace and liberation
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from war.

The other book that influenced me is Resurrection by Tolstoy, which tells the
story of a man who goes to Siberia to live in the frozen wastelands so that he can
help to rebuild the life of a woman he has put into difficulty who has been put into
prison and who took the wrong path. Sadly, today I see in my country a certain
satisfaction when large numbers of soldiers, rebel soldiers, are being killed.
Because it is believed that they have taken to the wrong path. Instead of
accompanying them, trying to save them, we are killing them. But these are all
sons and daughters of our country who took a wrong path. There is a belief that
those who join the militancy cannot be changed, that terrorists cannot be changed.
And therefore until they are eliminated there will be no peace.

The dove on my shoulder tells me another message. Many years ago, I visited
the north of my country where the war is now being fought very ferociously. I
went to the residence of a Catholic Bishop, Rayappu Joseph. One evening I came
across a book there. This book was a long letter to the people of the United States
written by the Catholic Bishops of that country that was titled “The Challenge of

”»

Peace: God's Promise and Our Response.” The publication date was May
1983. As we know, the 1980s was a time of great division and tension in the world
because of the cold war. There was the ever-present threat of nuclear war. There
was a feeling in the United States that the Soviet Union was a threat to peace, and
President Ronald Reagan even called it the “Evil Empire.”

But this is what the Catholic Bishops said. They said, “as Bishops, we are
concerned with issues that go beyond diplomatic requirements. It is of some value
to keep raising in the realm of the political debate, truths which ground our
involvement in the affairs of nations and peoples. Diplomatic dialogue usually sees
the other as a potential or real adversary. Soviet behaviour in some instances merit
the adjective reprehensible, but the Soviet people and their leaders are human
beings created in the image and likeness of God.”

“To believe we are condemned in the future only to what has been the past is to
under-estimate both our human capacity and potential for creative diplomacy and
God's action in our midst which can open the way to changes we could barely
imagine. We do not intend to foster illusory ideas that the road ahead in
superpower relations will be devoid of tension or that peace will be easily
achieved. But we do warn against “hardness of heart” which can close us or others
to the changes needed to make the future different from the past.” Very soon,
changes began to occur in the Soviet Union. In Sri Lanka we need to shed that
hardness of heart that the Bishops warned their people against. My dove
constantly tells me that we need to work with the faith that what has happened in
other parts of the world is also possible in Sri Lanka.
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ETHNIC CONFLICT

Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict is today one of the world's longest running
insurgencies. More than 25 years. At one level it is a problem caused by the
attempt of a section of the people to divide the country and establish their own
separate state. The LTTE claims to represent the aspirations for
self-determination and for separation of the 12 percent of the Tamils, who live
concentrated in the north and east of the country. On the other hand, the Sinhalese
people who live mostly in the west, south and centre and constitute about 75
percent of the population are totally opposed to the division of Sri Lanka, which
they see as a small island and their one and only country, unlike the Tamils who
also live in very large numbers in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

In 1982 I went to a rural Sinhalese village to conduct my research and stayed in
the home of a farmer. He gave me the front room of his house to stay in. It was
like an annex, so that when he closed the door I had a separate apartment to
myself. One day, I asked him to explain what this ethnic conflict was about because
I was doing research as a student. He said it was very easy to explain. He said,
“You are my guest and I have given you the front room of my house. You can stay in
it for as long as you like.” I said, “I am very happy. Thank you for giving me the
room.” Then he said, “Suppose that after living here, staying with me for six
months you suddenly announced that this front room now belonged to you.” I
replied that that would be a wrong thing to do, to say that the room is my room and
not his. Then he said that this was what the Tamils are doing to us, the Sinhalese.

The Sinhalese people have a written history that goes back 2500 years, and of
which they are very proud of. And it was written down over 1500 years ago by
Buddhist monks. One of the important themes of this history is that Sri Lanka is a
Sinhalese and Buddhist country, and that it was subjected to repeated invasions
from Tamils who came from South India. Like the farmer who let me stay in his
front room, many Sinhalese see Sri Lanka as a Sinhalese country. Recently one of
the high ranking military officers in my country publicly said, “I strongly believe
that this country belongs to the Sinhalese but there are minority communities in
them and we treat them like our own...We being the majority in the country, 75%,
we will never give in as we have the right to protect the country... We are a strong
nation...They can live in this country with us. But they must not try to, under the
pretext of being a minority, to demand undue things.”

With battlefield success, the Sri Lankan military is now very assertive and public
in its statements. However, the emphasis in this statement about the strength of
the Sinhalese about being a strong nation may be masking another fear among the
Sinhalese. Some scholars have referred to the Sinhalese people as a majority with
a minority complex. This is on account of the Sinhalese feeling vulnerable within
the larger South Asian context. The Sinhalese people remember their history as a
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living one. They may be 75 % in the island of Sri Lanka, but in the South Indian
region they are a very small minority when compared to Tamils of Tamil Nadu,
where there are 80 million Tamils, a number that dwarfs the 15 million Sinhalese in
Sri Lanka.

There is also an awareness of the role that big power politics played in Sri
Lanka’s conflict. How India supported the Tamil militancy when it was growing in
strength in the early 1980’s. At that time, there was the cold war going on
between the United States and the Soviet Union. India took the side of the Soviet
Union. Sri Lanka felt closer to the Western countries. India had a concern that Sri
Lanka might give out one of its harbours, a big harbor of Trincomale, to the
Americans and therefore probably wanted to control Sri Lanka. They can try to
control it by fanning the ethnic insurgencies in Sri Lanka and supporting Tamil
insurgence. However after that there was fallout between India and Tamil militants
because India finally sent a peacekeeping army to Sri Lanka. But the peacekeeping
army started to fight finally with Tamil Tigers. (And it all ended when) In revenge,
the Tamil Tigers sent a suicide bomber to India and assassinated Rajiv Gandhi, the
former Indian Prime Minister who had sent the peacekeeping army to Sri Lanka.

The Sinhalese feel themselves to be threatened. Not only are they the majority in
Sri Lanka, they also feel threatened in the region. But in the same way, the Tamil
people are also feeling very threatened. They see themselves as dominated in
Parliament in politics by the 75 % Sinhalese majority. They are 12 %. When it comes
to a decision regarding something that can benefit Sinhalese or something that
might benefit the Tamils, it is always the case that the Sinhalese will win because
they have 75% of the population, 75% of the places in the parliament. Some of the
landmark decisions that have made the Tamil people very upset and alienated are
the issues of denying citizenship right to Tamil workers, migrant workers, who
came a hundred years ago to Sri Lanka, denying Tamil the status of a official
language making the Sinhala the only official language in 1956. These problems
have been changed today, 40, 50 years later. But the basic problem remains that
sometimes the laws that are made are not implemented and sometimes the laws are
not changed at all.

There is also a third group of people, I have not spoken about so far, who feel
threatened in Sri Lanka. These are the Muslim people who make up about 8
percent of the population, compared to the Sinhalese 75 percent and Tamil 12
percent. They also feel they are threatened because in 1990 all of the Muslims who
were living in the North where the Tamil people live were sent out, expelled,
ethnically cleansed by the Tamil Tigers. The Tamil Tigers felt that the Muslims
might be a fifth column, they might be not loyal to the Tamils, and that they would
give information to the army, so they expelled them. The Muslims fear that this can

happen to them again if the Tamil should ever get power in part of the country. But
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on the other hand, their political leaders are also unhappy with what the Sinhalese
are saying, such as when the Sinhalese say that Sri Lanka is a Sinhala country and
the minorities should not make undue demands. The Muslim leaders have said that

this is wrong and that Muslims are not second class.

PEACE BUILDING

Experience both in Sri Lanka and elsewhere in the world make it evident that
when the path of violence is taken there is no natural end. It doesn’t end naturally
and there is only escalation. Stopping the spiral of violence requires a conscious act
of will and a strategy for de-escalation. It requires rationality to see that the course
of violence is hurting everyone, including one's own side. It requires a vision that
the peace process will lead to the good of everyone. And it calls for faith that people
and institutions will change. One of the greatest challenges in peacemaking is to
see the opponent in a new light, as having part of the truth, that is necessary to
bring the wholeness of peace, because we, all of us, see only our part of truth. When
we engage in dialogue with one another more, the truth comes in and then we have
a higher truth. That is the advantage of dialogue as against suppressing the view
points of others.

In Sri Lanka, the thought forms and values of reconciliation, compassion and
forgiveness are there in the people. This is one of the great assets that we can use
in peace building. Even in the midst of military battles with sometimes hundreds
dying in a single day. The people, Sinhalese, Tamils, and Muslims, have been able
to co-exist peacefully for the last 20 years. They have been living peacefully even
though the war is going on. On the other hand, in ethnically divided societies
obtaining the support of the ethnic majority has been a way to win power. Morality
and principles of good governance, although spoken for public consumption, give
way when an election is around. Over seventy years ago in Germany, Hitler created
an enemy of the Jews and mobilized the support of the German population to come
to power. In the face of racist politics that makes smaller ethnic communities the
villains, those who speak of dialogue, inclusion and compromise find themselves
being excluded. The demagogues shout about race and religion and that they are
being threatened and make the opponents seem to be traitors.

If the political leaders do not have compassion and understanding as their
foundations they will misuse their power and make the people of their own country
suffer. Today, over 200,000 Tamil people have been made refugees due to the
escalating fighting. They are living under trees and in improvised shelters. They are
running from place to place to escape the fighting. There is also the targeting of
civilians for brutal execution by extra-judicial means both by government-led forces
as well as the LTTE. But it seems that those in authority take these deaths in
stride as they see it as a necessary cost of the war.
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However, the likelihood of peace and justice coming through this strategy is
extremely remote if not totally impossible. The Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh who in 1969
led a Buddhist Peace Delegation to the Paris Peace Talks, who is a Vietnamese
Buddhist monk, has written: “My experience with several wars in Vietnam has led
me to the firm belief that terrorism cannot be removed by force and that deep
listening is more important than bombs. Terrorism is born from wrong
perceptions. The terrorists have wrong perceptions about themselves. They have
wrong perceptions about us. That is why they want to destroy us, to punish us.”

But it is not only those who fight against the government who need to be
addressed in this way. It is not only the terrorists; it is also those in the
governments. The Ven. Thich Nhat Hanh says: “Like us, political leaders have
positive seeds and negative seeds. They may be surrounded by people who do not
water the good seeds in them. Their advisers continue to water the seeds of fear,
craving, anger and violence in them. We need ways to get in touch with our political
leaders and help them.” He wrote these words in response to the present global war
against terrorism. These words are also applicable to what is happening today in Sri
Lanka.

Obtaining conditions of peace in a multi-ethnic, multi-religious and politically
vibrant country requires a measure of consensus not only within the largest
community, but also between different communities. It is very unlikely that a
solution that is imposed by force of arms upon the Tamil people will lead to peace
because the Tamil people have been struggling for over 50, 60 years for their
political rights, and until they get them, they will continue to want to struggle in

some form or the other even if it is not possible any more in war.

INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

The day I flew to Japan, my organization joined several other organizations in a
public protest against the culture of impunity where even those who are human
rights defenders are being attacked. In the past two and a half years there have
been killings of about 15 media workers in my country and assaults of several
others. Even at this time a senior human rights lawyer has been physically
attacked and his house bombed. This attack highlights the dangerous trend of
intimidation and interference in the country’s legal processes and the broader
assault on human rights, good governance, accountability and integrity in public
life. My organisation joined with several others to publicly demonstrate and say
NO to violence.

The dove who sits on my shoulder also speaks to me that there is a lot of support
for us deep within the people who yearn for peace with justice to all. Two days
before I took the flight to Japan, I was invited by my daughter’s school, St Bridget’s

Convent, for a religious service. This religious service was to pray for the children
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who are in the Montessori who are now going to join the Primary School. My
daughter is one of them. But in that service, what was very moving was not once but
twice the children of the school were asked to pray, to make this prayer. The prayer
was “Dear God, we ask you to look after the children of the north and east, who have
lost their mummies and daddies.” This was very moving because it showed that
deep in the south of my country there is still concern among the people for the plight
of those who are in the north and east.

I like to conclude with the words of Thich Nhat Hanh. He says, “We may be clear
about the need for change in our country. But we need the courage to express
ourselves even when the majority is going in the opposite direction. We should be
supported by our loved ones and by our colleagues who agree with us. A change of
direction can only happen when there is collective awakening. Individuals and
small groups can spark a change in consciousness.” My dove whispers in my ear
that there is hope, that the lessons that we are learning are lessons that are
applicable not only to Sri Lanka but also to the world, the world that is today
embroiled in our increasing war against terrorism, a war that we see no end to.

I thank you for this time you have given, and I also thank the people of Sakai who
have chosen to show solidarity with my country and through showing solidarity
with my country have shown solidarity with all those who are struggling and
working for peace in the world.

Thank you.

-34-



AVZ AR AR E I

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

AU Tl HE IS - gl

OmfE: 65, 607 FHFFxeA—L (IFEEDOKO. 8fF%)

OAI 2, 001 HA (200 74HED

OlFHS : AV « ¥ Y INEFTT « a7 (HEHIZaa U R)

ORJE: oI N (712.9%), Z IV (18.0%), AUT v H-b—T AN (8.0%) (—HBih
I A B < i)

OEFE : AHGEQR VT FE, SOVEE), HEAERE (GREE)
OF#  (L#GE (70.0%). b2 Ry —#fE (10.0%). 1 AT L#HE (8.5%), a—~ 7

N w7 EAE (11.3%) (—50 e A b < fH)
O—AYS7=9VGDP:1, 61 74K (200 74)
(200 93 ANBEER—LX—)

194 8FIZHEMNAIRAEA B & LTMNL, 197 84, EAZARY T UK
Tt RN E SR,

AT AT, ML, ZEIRO Y T NMEBBURICR I L, Z IV AN 5B
EEBSE Z 0 B & SV ANCEBFRRR & OXEABEE (L L ThE Lz, &<, # 32
NANRERNTHD [ZIN - A =T LEEDOFE (LTTE)] 281 3 ADAY Z I HE
TERELL (7T v 7 - VaTdq] EMENIFEZEMBR o721 9 8 34FELKE, LI
SEEAL L. BUES RIEHFIHNTHET,

2 0 0 24 21F, FEGENR T, FEREAG S E LR, 200 84F1 A1
SR EDSIE S AL, TR Y T U B EN T, S8k L, 7 ek E 2R R84 L,
MRLEBXIRA Lo L OREHEEELH L TOET,

ZD25FL IO Z0MFIZEoT, M7 HANULEDEERSLT 00T AEZBEZXD
HRARA L, BUELENOBEEHERIZ4 8 F AL EIZ EoTWET,

-35-



Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

OArea: 65,607 km? (approx. 0.8 times the size of Hokkaido)
OPopulation: approx. 20.01 million (2007 est.)
OCapital: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte (former capital: Colombo)
OEthnic Groups: Sinhalese (72.9%); Tamil (18.0%); Sri Lankan Moors (8.0%) [excl.
some parts of the country]
OLanguages: Official Languages (Sinhalese and Tamil); Link Language: English
OReligions: Buddhism (70.0%); Hinduism (10.0%); Islam (8.5%); Roman
Catholicism (11.3%) [excl. some parts of the country]
OPer capita GDP (2007): US$1,617

(Source: Official website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan as of March 2009)

In 1948, present-day Sri Lanka won its independence as the Commonwealth of
Ceylon. In 1978, the country was renamed the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.

After independence, conflict surfaced between the government and Tamil
anti-government organizations, which launched Tamil separatist movements to
protest the Sinhalese-first policies that favored the majority Sinhalese. In 1983, a
Tamil militant organization, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) killed 13
Sri Lanka Army soldiers in a riot during Black July. Since then, the conflict between
the two parties has particularly intensified and the ethnic conflict still remains
unresolved.

In 2002, the government and LTTE agreed to enter into a ceasefire and began
peace talks. Since January 2008, however, when the ceasefire agreement ended, the
conflict between the two parties has intensified and terrorist attacks and armed
clashes have caused a large number of casualties, including civilians.

The conflict, lasting more than 25 years, has left some 70,000 people dead and
produced over one million refugees. Presently, more than 480,000 people are

internally displaced.
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History of Sri Lankan Civil War and Progress of National Peace Council (NPC)

History of Sri Lankan Civil War

Present-day Sri Lanka became independent as

a self-governing state of British Commonwealth.

The Sinhala Only Act passed, making Sinhala

the only official language.

Growing Tamil separatist movements in northern
and eastern Sri Lanka and the rise of the LTTE.

Official name changed from Ceylon to Free,

Official name changed to Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka.

Sinhalese mobs attacked Tamils all over the

country.

Constitutional amendment made both Sinhala

and Tamil official languages.

Government and LTTE agreed to ceasefire.

First major combat after ceasefire.

Tokyo Conference on Reconstruction and
Development of Sri Lanka held.

2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and Asian
Tsunami struck all the coastal areas except for
northwestern Sri Lanka, killing more than
30,000 people.

Mr. Mahinda Rajapaksa became president.

Battle intensified over opening of sluice gate
in LTTE-dominated area.

LTTE launched its first air strike on Sri
Lankan Air Force base near Colombo.
Government forces captured LTTE base in
eastern region.

Government abrogated ceasefire agreement.

Sovereign and Independent Republic of Sri Lanka.

Activities by NPC

Year
1948

1956

1970s

1972

1978

1983

1987

1995

1997

1998

2000

2001
2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

NPC Website: http://www.peace-srilanka.org/

NPC established.

Mass media campaign ‘Peace for Children’
launched.

National Peace Delegates Conference held with
the participation of 1,700 representatives from
across the country.

Published public opinion survey in
collaboration with University of Colombo
regarding peace negotiations.

Conducted research study into cost of the civil war.
Organized 80 civil society groups to establish
the National Anti War Front.

Held photo exhibition at Parliament building

displaying the reality of civil war.

Conducted pre-election campaign ‘Partnership

for Peace-building.’

Held symposium to mark fifth anniversary of
Ceasefire Agreement with participation of
government representatives, ambassadors and
more than 300 local delegates.

(Source: Official website of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan as of October

2008 and NPC Activities Report)
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Encouragement Prize
Mr. Hideto Yoshioka

Profile

Mr. Yoshioka was born in Osaka Prefecture, 1965. He is a doctor, and the
representative of the International Medical NGO Japan Heart. After working in
emergency hospitals in Osaka and Kanagawa, Mr. Yoshioka stayed in Myanmar
from 1995 to 1997 to practice medicine. After returning to Japan, he went there
again in 2003 and founded the International Medical NGO Japan Heart in 2004. In
2006 he founded Nurses Overseas and continued working to provide medical care to
people who are without it in harsh environments and in countries without
insurance, such as Myanmar and Cambodia.

The NGO that Mr. Yoshioka represents, Japan Heart, offers an opportunity for
young doctors and others to utilize their experience overseas. This not only allows
for medical care to be provided to areas that have poor access to health care, but
provides an opportunity for doctors to experience coming up with creative solutions
under challenging conditions and stimulates their growth.

Nurses Overseas is an independent organization from Japan Heart that offers
nursing services in developing countries as well as working to develop local nursing

staff and health and sanitation education.

The Motivating Factors for this Selection

Until recently, Japan Heart was active primarily in Myanmar, but from this year
has expanded its activities into Cambodia. The goal is to further expand these
activities into Nepal. Along with providing medical care to areas that would
otherwise suffer a lack of it, this program also helps create highly competent
international doctors. These activities play an important role in each area they take
place in and help to ensure the security of people throughout the Asian region. We
believe these activities are a pro-active contribution to peace and the establishment

of the societal institutions that support the weak and underprivileged.
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Acceptance Speech

Encouragement Prize : Mr. Hideto Yoshioka

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for today’s award. I would like to
thank all the citizens of Sakai City, and the members of the Screening Committee.

First, I think I ought to tell you a little about how I came to be involved with
Myanmar. I first went to Myanmar in 1995, exactly fifty years after the end of the
Pacific War. The country which is today known as Myanmar used to be called
Burma, and it was there that, during the Second World War, almost two hundred
thousand Japanese soldiers lost their lives. As I'm sure especially our senior guests
today must be all too aware, in the Battle of Inphal a Japanese army one hundred
thousand strong fought to the very last man. The remains of those one hundred
thousand still sleep where they fell, all along the road leading away from that place,
which has come to be known as the Road of Bleached Bones. It was the relatives and
comrades of those fallen soldiers who first asked me to go to Myanmar, where their
friends and loved ones had died, in order to help with the medical aid effort. For
example, one veteran, who was over seventy at the time, told me how after he had
lost his legs in the battle, a villager had carried him on his back for three, even four
hours. The reason he was alive today, back in his homeland, was because that
villager, whose name he did not even know, had not abandoned him that day, but
had carried him to safety. He said he wanted me to do something for those people.
When I went, fifty years on from the war, a great many scars still remained.
Sometimes, these scars could be seen as bullet holes in walls, or the wreckage of a
tank, but mostly they were to be found in the stories of old people who had lived
through the war themselves. There was one village where I spent two years doing
medical aid work, which had been the scene of a fierce battle. For many of the old
people in the village, I was the first Japanese person they had seen since the war,
and one after another they came to me to tell me about how the Japanese soldiers
had fought and died. For the first time, I felt I too was really connected with Japan’s
history. Many Japanese soldiers, driven back across the Indian border by the
British, were given shelter in Burmese villages. So it was that tens of thousands of
Japanese survivors were able to return home. I realized just how much those
Japanese soldiers owed to the nameless villagers who had helped them. Luckily, no
one from my family was sent to the Burmese Front. But I felt I had to do something
as a representative of Japan, a nation which can definitely help the people of this

country, who live in such poverty under the yoke of an extremely harsh government.
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So I decided to go there, and I'm still there doing medical aid work now.

I'm happy to say that many Japanese medical experts have joined my efforts, and
each year now from 150 to 200 young doctors and nurses come to Myanmar to help
with the aid work, before heading home again. All these people work for the sake of
that country, trying to improve both the technological and psychological situation,
and they are also working for the sake of Japanese society. That is a great pleasure
in my life right now. And, while I myself have continued to work in Myanmar, I
encourage everyone comes to work with me there to go wherever they choose
afterwards. To those who want to work for the sake of Japanese society again, I say
please go back to Japan; to those who want to work for the sake of other countries in
distress, I say please go to those countries. In this way, little by little the circle has
grown wider, and now people can go off to work in various countries. I think my next
task will be in particular to support this further.

Lastly, I would like to share with you something that I always feel. In 1945,
atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Hundreds of thousands of
lives were lost in an instant. After returning from Burma, I often thought about war.
I would ask myself, why should there be such a terrible taking of life, about why is it
allowed to go on? Isn’t it just a waste of life? Recently however, I've begun to think
about it differently. After the Second War ended, war broke out on the Korean
Peninsula. The mainly American Allied Army got pushed back all the way to Jeju
Island. MacArthur, commander of the Allied forces, was for dropping an atomic
bomb on Heilongjiang, in China. Condemned for his suggestion, he eventually had
to return to America.

Some years later saw the Cuban Missile Crisis. The Crisis was of course over the
Soviet Union’s attempting to establish missile site in Cuba, and in the end it came
down to a test of endurance between Khrushchev and Kennedy over whether or not
to press the atomic button. In the end, it was Khrushchev who gave in. The Crisis
subsided, and the world escaped from nuclear war. And I thought, why did
Khrushchev buckle? Why did MacArthur have to return to America? And I realized:
1t was because of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Because of those attacks, both the
Soviet Union and the United States knew just what atomic weapons did to the
human body, and how tragic the results of using them would be. So, they didn’t
press the button. So, Khrushchev buckled, and MacArthur was called back to
America. What I'm trying to say is that the deaths of all those poor people who
perished at Hiroshima and Nagasaki may over the course of many years have saved
the lives of billions. What I had always thought of as pointless deaths had changed
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into meaningful deaths, and I understood what that meaning was for the first time.
When I told this to some people from Nagasaki and Hiroshima, they were truly
delighted. As a certain theologian told me at the time, “The dead die twice, once for
themselves and once for the people who will live after.” Now, in Myanmar I really
can see what it means to say that what all those deaths will mean depends
fundamentally on how we who have come after live. I try to do what I can for the
people of Myanmar, and work for Asian people. Perhaps through that, many
Japanese people will be made to think about what peace and life are, and then go
out into the world. Perhaps they will go to that place where so many Japanese
soldiers died. They won’t be able to bring back their bones, but perhaps they will
pick up a feeling from all those fallen men, and even pick up a little bit of life. Then,
maybe we, who live at the lowest extreme of the river of history, will think about
what we can do for the world, and so completely change the meaning of both the
lives and the deaths of those soldiers. I always try to tell people about these things.
On August 15th every year, everyone goes to a place of memorial. By doing so, |
always say, firstly we become connected with history, and become aware of Japanese
history, and then we think about what can be done for the world, and what can be
done for Japan. I want to send brilliant Japanese people back to Japan with their

faces turned to the world. Thank you very much.
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Union of Myanmar

OArea: 680,000 km? (approx. 1.8 times the size of Japan)

OPopulation: approx. 53.22 million (Government of Myanmar, 2004)

OCapital: Naypyidaw (former capital: Yangon)

OEthnic Groups: Bamar (approx. 70%) and a number of other ethnic minorities
OLanguage: Burmese

OReligions: Buddhism (90%), Christianity, Islam etc.

OPer capita GDP: US$219 (IMF 2006 est.)

(Source: Official website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan as of October 2008)

The country became independent from the United Kingdom as the Union of
Burma in 1948 and changed its official name to the Union of Myanmar in 1989.

In 1988, the 26-year old socialist regime collapsed following a nationwide
pro-democracy demonstration. Subsequently, the national army suppressed the
demonstration, organized the State Law and Order Restoration (SLORC) and seized
political power.

In 1990, the National League for Democracy (NLD), led by Aung San Suu Kyi,
won a decisive victory in the general election. The military regime, however, refused
to relinquish its political power, insisting that an ironclad constitution should be
established before civilian rule could take place. Since the general election, the
conflict between the military regime and NLD has been ongoing; while the military
regime has kept Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest, she has strongly criticized
the regime for refusing to hand over power to civilian rule.

In May 2008, Cyclone Nargis hit southwestern Myanmar, leaving an
estimated 85,000 people dead and 54,000 missing. In the same month, the
government held a national referendum to approve a proposed new constitution.
The new constitution is said to have been approved by 92.4 percent of voters with a
99 percent voter turnout.

Under the military rule, Myanmar is faced with a variety of issues regarding
democratization and human rights. Categorized as a Least Developed Country
(LDC), Myanmar has a large number of poor and no national healthcare system,

leaving many people medically underserved.
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Encouragement Prize
The Japan-Nepal Female Education Association (JNFEA)

Profile

This association was founded in 2004. The chairperson, Prof. Yasuko Yamashita
teaches at Bunkyo Gakuin University. Nepal does not have a compulsory education
system and girls, especially in farming villages, lack the opportunity to gain an
education. It is not uncommon to find these girls subjected to child labor such as
agriculture, water carrying, clearing of land, and the care of livestock. There are
even cases in which girls are sold into prostitution, and are put at risk for
contracting HIV or face other dangers.

In 2006, JNFEA established the Sakura-ryo, a women’s university in Pokhara,
Nepal with input from the former female teacher training system in Japan. The
school accepts 10 high school girls annually from farm villages and trains them to
become teachers. These women then go back to their hometowns to teach
elementary school. There are many local communities that cannot afford to pay
them and JNFEA also sponsors their salaries for three years after graduation.

JNFEA also proposes reforms of the educational system to the government of
Nepal such as establishing compulsory education, the systematization of teaching

licenses, teacher training and Nepalese educational policies.

The Motivating Factors for this Selection

JNFEA is making a major contribution to the improvement of the status of
women in Nepal through their efforts to provide opportunities for the education of
women. JNFEA is working to help create the social infrastructure needed to make a
universal society, a community that better ensures human rights, dignity and the

realization of human potential.
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Acceptance Speech

Encouragement Prize :The Japan-Nepal Female Education Association (JNFEA)
Chairperson: Yasuko Yamashita

All of us at the NPO Japan-Nepal Female Education Association feel very
honored to be presented with this award, the first SAKAI Peace Contribution
Award Encouragement Prize. Thank you to all the people of Sakai City, and thank
you to the members of the Screening Committee for your kind words.

I am extremely delighted to receive this Peace Contribution Award for Sakai City,
birthplace of Yosano Akiko, whom I admire so much. So I would like to begin today
with Akiko’s “You Shall Not Be Killed, Brother!”:

O my dear brother, I am in tears for you:

you should not be killed.

You were the last-born,

most adored by your parents.

Did your parents teach you to wield the sword to murder other people?
Did your parents raise you

for twenty-four years

to kill and to die?

Since you inherit your parents' name

as proud master of our renowned shop

in Sakaishi,

you should not be killed.

Even if Port Arthur's castle falls,

so what?

You are not aware that killing is not in harmony
with the customs of a merchant family.

You should not be killed.

The Honorable Emperor would not personally
engage in the war.

Since the Emperor's heart is so merciful,

how could he possibly ask

others to shed blood

and die like beasts

and believe that dying is honor?

O my brother,

you should not be killed in battle!

It's said this era is peaceful,

but our mother protects the family

in great sorrow from the death of our father
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and now, pained
by her child's conscription,
her hair grows ever whiter.

Have you forgotten your new young wife

lying delicate and beautiful in tears behind her curtain?
Do you still think of her?

Separated after barely ten months wedded,

think of her virginal heart.

Since you are the only you in the world,

whom can she rely on?

You should not be killed, my brother!

(Translated by Sam Hamill and Keiko Matsui Gibson)

It hardly seems possible that this poem was written 104 years ago. The line “Even
if Port Arthur's castle falls, so what? You are not aware that killing is not in
harmony with the customs of a merchant family.” is the very quintessence of the
City of Sakai.

For ten years, a civil war against Maoist groups has been ongoing in Nepal, where
we carry out our support work. At last it has come to an end. The Japan-Nepal
Female Education Association has sent an error message to the Nepalese
countryside.

Our project trains female teachers. We once had a first term student, called
Lamila Buddha, who came from a region called Bajan, near the western border. At
the school entrance ceremony, she gave a wonderful speech and impressed the
whole audience, but later, she collapsed twice and fell unconscious. We were all very
worried. The cause turned out to be the trauma she had suffered when someone she
had respected and relied upon as a brother had been murdered by the Maoists.

This March, I made the difficult journey to her village. The buildings by the
airstrip had been reduced to a mountain of rubble, and the suspension bridge for the
only road through the village had been blown up by the Maoists and was hanging
down pathetically into the valley. My luggage wasn’t carried under that bridge by a
cow or horse, but by goats. A convoy of some tens of little goats carried my luggage
on their backs. Goats are fine on narrow roads and steep roads, so that’s how
luggage is carried in the village.

I went to Lamila’s old elementary school and met the woman who was principal.
Apparently, as a child Lamila had had to help at home, and hadn’t been allowed to
go school until she was ten. Once she started school she studied very hard, and was
able to skip a grade three times while she was still only in elementary school. This
June, she went back to Bajan to become a teacher.

As the preamble to the UNESCO Constitution famously puts it, “...since wars
begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must
be constructed In Nepal, we train teachers using Oishi Sensei from Sakae Tuboi’s
“Twenty-four Eyes as a model. 'm sure many of you must have seen the black and
white movie directed by Keisuke Kinoshita and starring Hideko Takamine. I came
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across a version with English subtitles while in London, and I show it to our
students in Nepal every year. There were twenty-four eyes in Oishi Sensei’s class, so
that means there were twelve students in all. Five of those were boys.

To proud cheers, these five boys all leave the little village on the headland of
Shodoshima to fight in the Pacific War. A soldier’s grave with a wooden marker
awaits three of them. One of them, played by Takahiro Tamura, is blinded and
returns home in a coma. Our students in Nepal watch this movie over and over
again, so the story gets burned into their memories. I really believe they learn to
love peace, and all become teachers who will teach their children the spirit of peace.

Nepal still has no system of compulsory education. The new government is
apparently extolling the virtues of such a system, as yet but nothing has
materialized. Poor villagers who have themselves never been to school, tend to
think they don’t need to send their girls to school. One of the United Nations
ensures Development Goals that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike,
will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling How is this gap to be
filled?

We are just a tiny, tiny NPO, and there are limits to what we can do. Our thinking
1s that if in a village school there is a female teacher, perhaps the girls in the village
will be able to go school. What we decided to try in Nepal was a system modeled on
the government-run teacher training colleges started in Japan in the Meiji Era,
where trainees received a stipend during their training before completing a
compulsory placement as a teacher in a village elementary school.

The women’s university in Pokhara, a city in the foothills of Annapurna, quickly
set up a course for training elementary school teachers. Then we built the Sakura
Dormitory. And so began a project whereby young women chosen from villages in
the far and central west of the country can study in Pokhara for two years, and then
after they graduate go back to teach at an elementary in their own village for at
least three years. Retired female teachers also visit Sakura Dormitory from Japan
to teach courses.

This June, we were able to send our first ten students back to their villages.
Maybe it’s only ten people a year, but in a 10 years that will become a hundred new
Oishi Senseis. And thanks to the encouragement and support of the Sakai City, we
will work even harder. A group of volunteers from the Takenaka Corporation helped
with the design and management of the building project, and it so happens that
their representative Mr. Kenzo Akao is a citizen of Sakai City, and he is here today.
Also among you today are seventy-four people who are supporting our project as
foster parents.

I would like to be able to help turn the goodwill of everyone in Japan towards a
contribution to the international community. I would be delighted if, through this
award, more people from Sakai City join our association and become foster parents.
With this award, which is filled with the dreams of peace of all of the people of the
City of Sakai, ever in my heart, I promise you all that the Japan-Nepal Female
Education Association will keep moving forward.

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much.
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Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal

OArea: 147,000 km?2 (approx. 1.8 times the size of Hokkaido)

OPopulation: 25.89 million (Central Bureau of Statistics, FY 2005 & 2006 est.)
OCapital: Kathmandu

OEthnic Groups: Limbu, Rai, Tamang, Newar, Gurung, Magar, Thakali etc.
OLanguage: Nepali

OReligions: Hinduism (80.62%); Buddhism (10.74%); Islam (3.6%); other religions
OPer capita GDP: approx. US$294 (Central Bureau of Statistics, FY 2004 & 2005
est.)

(Source: Official website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan as of September
2008)

In 1951, the Rana family autocracy ended and the monarchy was restored in
Nepal. Following a pro-democracy movement in 1990, the country established a
democratic constitution and made the transition to a constitutional monarchy from
the Panchayat system, under which the king had absolute power in running the
country. In 1996, however, Maoists launched what they called the People’s War
(generally called the Nepalese Civil War) demanding that the monarchy be
abolished. Since then, the country has suffered from political instability caused by
conflicts among Maoists, the king and political parties.

In 2006, after the new government announced that the Maoist rebels would no
longer be considered a terrorist group, the two parties signed a comprehensive
peace agreement. In 2007, an interim constitution was issued; in 2008 the Nepalese
Constituent Assembly declared Nepal a federal democratic republic, abolishing the
monarchy and changing the official name of the country to the current Federal
Democratic Republic of Nepal.

Also categorized as a Least Developed Country (LDC), Nepal has a large
number of poor, and no compulsory education system. Under such circumstances
many girls, particularly in poor remote villages, are forced to do household chores
without attending school. According to a survey of literacy among young Nepalese
(aged 15-24) from 2000-2006, the female literacy rate was 60 percent, much lower

than the male literacy rate of 81 percent.

-58-



Hi#ET -5 FPRARMRREEES

IOV E R B ) OREEPCRERDIRNE B THEL E L7

W OEM ZEE
19274/
U R 740 2%
TR RSSO S AR 2R % . TR U R 2%
IVFIRE . KR+ Ry 7R T, BE ]
0 TR, PEEALR PR EBR. TV T RS
2R KBRS PR EEAE L SR R SUERE R
RIBEEMTAR R, BARRST o (R L SRR st i 4 24
Ry,

A AHE 2 OB THIGES, BUR72 E OILWHREF NS 2T U7 « BADE
BEMZET D E L biC, HRAMERENE L 2 —HEEDIZD, A, AESRGIERGES
DIERHHD D7 8 ENIO NERMBE~OBY MAEF RO 570 6 TSGR b
% R % &,

e E £B

193144

TEBES R E

W KPHERTFRT AV W FR SR, TVT T
A NEFAL LTTAYBIZHED , X—=T =T K%
KREBREET, an BT RETHRS, STHEICHA
_ — AW ERERR B ER M S 4, 924RI2E, EES AR
! ke o X 2 DT EERIBERE (UNTAC) S EAIA IR
EL. BURPTRECEBK L., FHERE (Ho—a4HY) | FE@ AR, B
M FBERE AR T, ITHRITRE, EEREmEGIRRSRR e 82T, BifE, AR
STt —aRe . Q2ENGIE, AV T U0 ERMEEK OE R - LY B ARBUT
RELLT, R T DOFFEE, HHIZHTZ>TWD,

-59-



Screening Committee for the Award
BINTRODUCTION of Committee Members

Masaaki Ueda, Committee Chairperson
Born in 1927
Professor Emeritus of Kyoto University

After graduating from the Department of History, Faculty of Letters at Kyoto
University, he became a professor at Kyoto University in 1971 and retired from the
post in 1991. He then served in a variety of posts at academic institutions, such as
president of Osaka Women’s University. His current positions include academic
adviser to Sakai City, professor emeritus of Northwest University in China,
chairperson for the Society of Asian Studies, honorary director of the Osaka
Prefectural Central Library, director of the Himeji City Museum of Literature,
director of the Koryo Museum of Art and honorary director of the Shimane Museum
of Ancient Izumo.

He is a leading authority on Japanese history and studies the ancient history of
Japan and East Asia from the perspective of many different academic fields,
including mythology and folklore. In addition to his academic activities, he has
made significant social contributions through his efforts to promote human rights
both at home and abroad, including serving as president of the Kyoto Human
Rights Research Institute and chairperson of the Human Rights Ordinance Forum
in Sakai City.

Yasushi Akashi, Committee Member
Born in 1931
Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General

After graduating from the Department of American Studies, College of Arts and
Sciences at the University of Tokyo, he studied as a Fulbright Scholar at the
Graduate School of the University of Virginia, and later at Columbia University. He
became the first Japanese citizen to join the United Nations Secretariat in 1957,
and took up the post of special representative of the secretary general to the United
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) in 1992, contributing to
peace building in Cambodia. He also served as special representative of the
secretary general for the former Yugoslavia, special adviser to the secretary general
and undersecretary general for humanitarian affairs, before leaving the U.N. in
1997. Later, he held various posts such as chair for the Advisory Council on
International Peace Cooperation. His current responsibilities include chairman of
the Japan Center for Conflict Prevention. Since 2002 he has worked for peace
building and reconstruction in Sri Lanka, as Japanese Government Representative
for Peace-building, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction.
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Yoshio Kawashima, Committee Member
Born in 1934
Professor Emeritus of Osaka University

He graduated from the School of Law at Osaka University and became a
professor in 1977 and dean in 1991 at the School of Law at Osaka University, then
dean at Osaka School of International Public Policy at Osaka University in 1994
before leaving the university in 1997. He has extensive knowledge and experience
in international human rights, acquired while serving in various posts including
dean of the Faculty of Law and Policy at Tezukayama University, director of the
Japan Foundation Japanese-Language Institute, Kansai, president of Senri Kinran
University and director of the Asia-Pacific Human Rights Information Center.

Genshitsu Sen, Committee Member
Born in 1923
Urasenke Grand Master XV

He coined his motto ‘peacefulness through a bowl of tea’ based on the ideals
underlying chado, or the Way of Tea — ‘wa (harmony) - kei (respect) - sei (purity) -
Jyvaku (tranquility)'— established by the 16th century tea master Sen no Rikyu. With
this motto, for half a century he has visited more than 60 countries, calling for world
peace and promoting international understanding of the Japanese culture through
chado. He became the first recipient of the Order of Culture in the chado world. His
current positions include president of U. N. Association of Japan and Japan-U.N.
goodwill ambassador. He holds a Ph.D. in philosophy.

Chikako Taya, Committee Member
Born in 1946
Professor of the Faculty of Law, Hosei University

After graduating from the Department of International Relations, College of
Arts and Sciences at the University of Tokyo, she held posts including public
prosecutor at the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office, public prosecutor at the
Criminal Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Justice, public prosecutor at the United
Nations Bureau of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, counselor of the Management
and Coordination Agency, public prosecutor at the Supreme Public Prosecutors
Office, and professor of the Graduate School of International Cooperation Studies at
Kobe University, before assuming her current post in 2005. She also worked on
human rights issues on the international stage as a judge on the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, from September 2001 to September
2004, member of the U.N. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
member of the U.N. Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.
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Report of Award Citation

Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Chairperson
: Masaaki Ueda

Thank you all for making time in your busy schedules to take part in today’s
award ceremony, the first for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award.

On behalf of the Screening Committee, I would like to say a few words about how
we chose this year’s award recipients. As his Honor the Mayor said a few moments
ago, Sakai City has as a community always sought to find peace and freedom, from
ancient, through medieval to modern times, and has always found a way to survive
the many adversities it has faced in each of these ages. There is much in its culture
and history that is worthy of attention. Was not Sakai City the first city in Japan to
establish an Ordinance for Fostering Communities Respecting Peace and Human
Rights, an ordinance which cherishes peace and human rights above all things? The
ordinance came into effect last January, and I had the honor to chair the meeting in
which it was put together. I was struck by the passion everyone there felt towards
the brilliant history and traditions of the citizens of Sakai, and towards the dream
of building a town where human rights and peace will always come first. It was
through that ordinance that the Peace Contribution Award came into being.

The first thing we did as members of the Screening Committee was to discuss
intensively on what criteria we should base our decision. We wanted this to be an
award which would strike a chord with the international community, and in
particular the Asian Pacific region, and we approached our task keeping in mind
that a contribution to peace should be rooted in a spirit of freedom and
independence. Furthermore, our deliberations were constantly informed by the
sense that there is a link between world peace and the spirit of hospitality which is
the heart of tea ceremony, so much a symbol of Sakai’s history. Also, this was to be
an award to be presented not to people who had already achieved distinction in the
field of peace, but to individuals and organizations making an active contribution to
peace now. It was our hope that, by accepting this award, the recipients might be
encouraged to further activity, and further brilliance. We approached the task of
selection keeping in mind all these ideas. As a result, we are honored today to
present Sri Lankan human rights activist Mr. Jehan Perera with the Grand Prize.
Encouragement Prizes will be presented to Dr. Hideto Yoshioka, representative for
the International Medical NPO Japan Heart, and to everyone at the Japan-Nepal
Female Education Association.

As you all know, Sri Lanka became independent in 1948. Sadly, however, conflict
over issues of ethnicity and religion has been ongoing since 1983, and the country
finds itself today in a state of civil war. A cease-fire agreement was reached in 2002,
but in January of this year the conflict resumed. In the midst of all this, Mr. Jehan
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Perera set up the NGO the National Peace Council (NPC), and continues to work as
its representative under extraordinarily difficult circumstances. It is a great honor
to present the Grand Prize to Mr. Perera, who, heedless of his own personal safety
and the many dangers around him, strives tirelessly to build peace beneath a flag of
nonviolence, overcoming political and party differences, religious and factional
differences, and race and tribal differences. It is our earnest hope that this award
may further encourage him in his activities, and that through it his work may
receive the international recognition it deserves.

Today’s Encouragement Prize winner, Dr. Hideto Yoshioka of the International
Medical Volunteers was involved in emergency medicine in Osaka and Kanagawa,
and from 1995 to 1997 he was engaged in medical aid work in Myanmar. After that
he came back to Japan for a time, but returned to Myanmar in 2003 to resume his
activities with new vigor, and in 2004 he set up the International Medical
Volunteers: Japan Heart. His organization sends dozens of Japan’s finest doctors to
help people in some of the poorest regions of the country, where there is, needless to
say, no kind of medical support. His contributions do not stop there: he has also set
up a nursing organization which dispatches nurses overseas to gain experience
working under some of the most difficult circumstances. I hear that he is now
planning to widen his activities to include Cambodia and Nepal. I wish him every
success with his future work.

In Nepal, particularly in rural and mountain villages, life for children is
extremely harsh conditions. There is no system of compulsory education in the
country, so almost no children living in rural areas have the opportunity to receive a
satisfactory schooling. Many of these children are maltreated, for example being
forced from a young age to do farm labor, carrying water, working in the fields and
tending to livestock. The Japan-Nepal Female Education Association aims to
1mprove access to education for young girls living in such areas. To this end, in 2006
the Association built a dormitory in the women’s university in Pokhara City. The
name of this dormitory is “Sakura”, a symbol of Japan. Every year, the dormitory
takes in 10 students and trains them to be elementary school teachers, before
sending them out to rural areas. These new teachers then continue to receive
support through so-called “foster parents”. It goes without saying that improving
education in Nepal is playing a big role in improving the status of women. This
award is for everyone at the Japan-Nepal Female Education Association, with all
our hopes for their continued activity and success.

I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to all of today’s award winners.

I confidently believe that the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, the first of its
kind, will not simply be one local authority’s transient award. I would like to ask all
of you to continue to give this award your invaluable support and cooperation, so
that its message can be sent across Asia and the Pacific to all parts of the world.
Thank you.
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Comment of Screening Committee Members
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Yasushi Akashi

First I would like to thank Mayor Kihara for explaining so clearly how it was that the
Peace Contribution Award, which it would not be going too far to say symbolizes the
City of Sakai itself, came to be established. I, too, feel nothing but admiration for the
pride the citizens take in being the first to open up to other countries, adopting a stance
which has taking action at its heart.

Committee Chairman Mr. Ueda has already spoken eloquently on the selection
process, and I would not presume to reiterate anything he has already told us.

Dr. Hideto Yoshioka, winner of one of today’s Encouragement Prizes, continues his
humanitarian work in Myanmar, Cambodia, and many other places besides. The
Japan-Nepal Female Education Association, represented today by its Chief Director Ms.
Yasuko Yamashita, continues to overcome extremely difficult conditions in order to
carry out its important work in Nepal, said to be one of Asia’s poorest countries. My
warmest congratulations to you both.

The peace and human rights activities of Mr. Jehan Perera, winner of today’s Grand
Prize, working in Sri Lanka, deserves to receive the utmost attention. We live in Japan,
a land blessed with relative peace and prosperity, but in Asia, Africa and throughout the
world, there are many countries where life is much harder. Sri Lanka may be a country
blessed by nature, but as Mr. Ueda explained, it is also a country whose people continue
to endure civil war, a country whose people continue to be divided over issues of
ethnicity and religion. To work as a peace activist in such a land is not easy. It would be
impossible for anyone concerned with peace in Sri Lanka to overlook the work of Mr.
Perera, who lays his own life on the line every week championing peace in newspaper
and magazine articles. As you all know, there have been many attempts to get other
countries involved with the peace effort in Sri Lanka, in cooperation with Japan,
America, the European Union, Norway etc. Alas, so far there has been little effect.
However, through Mr. Perera’s brilliant example, through his indomitable spirit,
perhaps we too can be inspired to persevere, and to do more to help, even indirectly, Sri
Lanka’s struggle for peace and human rights.

Finally, I would like to say what a great honor it has been to have been involved in the
selection process, and carry out my duties as a Screening Committee member according
to the tremendous passion and interest that the people of Sakai City feel towards these

issues. Thank you.
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Mr. Jehan Perera, I would like to extend my hearty
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SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. I really appreciate
your noble and painstaking endeavors for the sake of
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Comment of Screening Committee Members
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Yoshio Kawashima

Mr. Jehan Perera, I would like to extend my hearty congratulations to you for

your winning of the first SAKAI Peace Contribution Award. I really appreciate your
noble and painstaking endeavors for the sake of peace building in Sri Lanka.
Also, I would like to congratulate today’s Encouragement Prize winners, Dr. Hideto
Yoshioka of International Medical Association: Japan Heart, and Ms. Yasuko
Yamashita of the Japan-Nepal Female Education Association. My most heartfelt
congratulations to you both.

The nature and objectives of this year’s award recipients’ activities may be
different, but what they plainly all share is a love for humankind, and what lies
behind them all is a love for all human beings, regardless of nation or place.
Furthermore, I have been struck time and again the award recipients’ selfless
commitment to their work, in the pursuit of which they sometimes show a complete
lack of regard for their own safety. There were a great many candidates for this
year’s SAKAI Peace Contribution Award, all of whose activities are outstanding.
Today’s recipients are the so-called “chosen few”, and it is my great hope that these
awards can give you further encouragement in your respective activities.

My deepest congratulations to you all.
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Comment of Screening Committee Members
Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Chikako Taya

I would like to say a few words about today’s awards.

Mr. Jehan Perera, please let me offer you my sincere congratulations.

It’s now five years ago since I retired, but I once served as a judge at the
International Criminal Court on War Crimes in the former Yugoslavia. As I'm sure
you all know, the process of fragmentation whereby the former Yugoslavia broke up
into separate nations was accompanied by bloody civil wars between its various
ethnic groups. To this day, a great many people are haunted by the question, why
did people who had hitherto lived together in harmony suddenly become so
barbarous towards each other, and why did the intelligentsia just stand by and do
nothing to stop them? Many among the intelligentsia, indeed almost all, just went
with the flow and said nothing. There were those who opposed what was going on,
but even they fell silent as soon as they felt themselves to be in any danger.
Nevertheless, however few, there were still some people who ignored the dangers
and stuck to their principles. Many of them were tortured and murdered along with
people from other ethnic groups. This is all historical fact.

However, when the trials began after the war, there were many who said that
those people could have said and done more to stop the killing. But what I came to
understand was just how difficult it must have been for people to put their own lives
on the line in order to stand up for what was right and take action. I wondered
whether, in such times of conflict, above all else the most important human values
might be sticking to one’s principles and not losing oneself in the events of the time.

Jehan Perera’s peace activities truly represent these ideals, and they have left a
very deep impression on me. According to this morning’s papers, the conflict in Sri
Lanka is continuing to escalate, but I truly hope that this award will draw more
attention to Mr. Perera’s activities, increasing his freedom to carry out his work,
and help build the foundations of peace.

I would also like to congratulate Dr. Yoshioka on receiving his award. I have
heard how in Myanmar, in the aftermath of the recent cyclone, hardly any
humanitarian aid reached the affected areas.

I've also read in the newspapers about the political situation in Myanmar. Than
Shwe, the aging leader of the military government, rules the country according to
the principle that the people don’t need to know why, only to do as they are told. He

decides everything on his own without consulting with anyone. Since he decides
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everything with one accompanied person, nobody even knows who will be the next
successor. Only he seems to know what’s going on. Doing peace and humanitarian
work in such conditions must be very difficult indeed.

When it comes to medical aid organizations, Médecins Sans Frontieres is of
course very famous, and so it is all the more tremendous an achievement to have set
up Japan’s own independent organization, with its own approach, i.e. technological
cooperation and the transfer of nursing expertise. I sincerely hope that Dr.
Yoshioka’s work continues to grow in scale, and becomes acknowledged all around
the world.

Finally, I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to Ms. Yamashita, of the
Japan-Nepal Female Education Association. I have also visited Nepal myself, as a
part of the ODA Investigation. I have experienced first hand not only the poverty in
the region, but also its geographical inaccessibility. There are seemingly endless
accounts of how women from the region, poor and with no education, end up selling
their own bodies across the border in India just to survive. The Japan-Nepal Female
Education Association worked hard for many years in Nepal to provide
teacher-training opportunities, following the model of the former teacher-training
colleges in Japan, and their efforts have really begun to pay off. With the ODA
having finally petered out and so many other projects failing to bring results, it was
retired teachers and instructors who at last launched a project with real promise,
through which they could make the most of their own experience. I hope that their
work meets with ever-greater success.

Thank you everyone.
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Summary of the Award
B Overview of the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Through the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities in the Asia Pacific region
are emphasized from Sakai City’s historical background of development through trade
with the Asia Pacific region, and also from the perspective of contributing to the
development of Sakai City and surrounding areas by expanding its peace-building
efforts in surrounding regions. Moreover, the award helps us to better strengthen the
base for protecting basic rights and freedoms that should be naturally enjoyed by all
people, and for realizing an economically, mentally and culturally affluent society of

positive peace.

Promoting unrestricted
interchange of people,
goods and information

Promoting the guarantee and
enhancement of freedom,
autonomy and independence

Promoting realization
of a universal society
and community

Promoting unrestricted interchange of people, goods and information

In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts toward
the promotion of unrestricted interchange of people, goods and information will be
actively assessed and encouraged by making an economically, mentally and culturally
affluent society with the aim of stopping confrontation and conflict before they begin.
Promoting the guarantee and enhancement of freedom, autonomy and independence

In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts to
guarantee and enhance freedom, autonomy and independence are actively assessed and
encouraged by transforming opposing viewpoints and differences of opinion into a
diverse coexistence with the aim of creating a freer and more tolerant age.
Promoting realization of a universal society and community

In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” activities and efforts toward
the realization of a universal society and a community that guarantees individuals the
opportunity to pursue their rights, dignity and potential with the aim of promoting
positive peace and preventing confrontation and conflict are actively assessed and

encouraged.
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M Eligibility for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Candidates for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Candidates should be individuals/organizations who fall under the following
categories:

(1) The candidate’s base should be in the Asia Pacific region.

(2) Scope of the candidate’s activities should be in the Asia Pacific region.

(3) The candidate’s base and scope of activities are outside the Asia Pacific region, but

ripple effects of the candidate’s activities should reach the Asia Pacific region.

Ineligible activities
(1) Public activities by national political leaders, national government officials, etc.
(except for exceptional activities)
(2) Profit-making activities

(3) Actions that are associated with, or accompany violence

Definition of the Asia Pacific region

Although the Asia Pacific region roughly comprises the countries of Asia and Oceania,
no specific countries and regions are clearly defined as being members of what’s termed
the “Asia Pacific region.” In presenting the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award,” great

1importance is placed on the Western Pacific region, including Sakai City.

Eligibility for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award

Regions affected by the activities
Asia Pacific region Other regions
Asia Pacific region (1)Eligible (1)Eligible
(3)Not eligible
Candidate’s base *With the exception of
Other regions (2)Eligible activities that have ripple
effects in the Asia Pacific
region
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B Screening for the “SAKAI Peace Contribution Award”

Winners of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award will be selected via screening by

the Screening Committee from candidates nominated by renowned intellectuals and

academic organizations from Japan and overseas.

Policy to select

Nominator

Renowned
intellectuals and
academic
organizations from
Japan and overseas,
foreign embassies in
Japan, Japanese
embassies abroad,
etc.

Request to .
nominate a Sakai nominators SAKAI Peace
candidate City | € | Contribution Award
— Screening Committee
Select Asking for
W prize screening Candidate screenings
winners | ¢—m0o2—
Nomination
of a candidate
4—
Report on

screening results

Screening Committee members for the SAKAI Peace

Contribution Award
Name Affiliation etc
. Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General;
Yasushi . o1
Akashi Japanese Government representative for peace-building,
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Sri Lanka

Yoshio . Professor emeritus of Osaka University
Kawashima
Genshitsu Former grand master of Japan’s Ura Senke tea ceremony;
Sen U.N. goodwill ambassador of Japan

. Professor, Faculty of Law, Hosei University; Former judge of the
Chikako Taya International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
Masaaki Professor emeritus of Kyoto University;
Ueda # Chairman of this Award Committee

(in alphabetical order by family name)

The winners will receive the certificate of award as well as a cash
prize, which 1s ¥3,000,000 for the grand prize winner and ¥300,000 for

the encouragement prize winners.
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B The 1st SAKAI Peace Contribution Award: Recipient Selection Process

Selection Procedure

Recommendations for award candidates are gathered from the Screening Committee, as

well as domestic and overseas experts and academic institutions (domestic 350, overseas

150, a total of 500 recommendations).
After receiving the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Selection Committee’ s list of
recommended candidates, the city determines the award recipients.

Process

2008 February Recommendation forms sent to referees(500 forms, domestic and
April 18 Deadline for recommendations (36 recommendations)

Background check of award candidates

June Selection documents sent to Screening Committee
July 7 Screening Committee commences
July 31  Award recipients decided(1 Grand Prize winner, 1 Encouragement Prize

winner. 1 organization)

Composition of Referees

No. of No. of
Category recommendations Jrecommendations
requested
Domestic individuals 200' 23
Domestic research
. 60§ 3
Domestic |Institutions 350}
Domestic universities 60} 2
Intermediate NGOs 30| 0
Overseas Research I
o 40 2
Institutions
Miscellaneous Overseas
o 40 5
Organizations
Overseas |Overseas universities 3080 1508 1
Foreign embassies in
200 0
Japan
Japanese Overseas
_ 20 0
Embassies
Total 500| 36

Composition of Candidates

Individuals JOrganizations [Total
Domestic 15] a 24
Overseas 8 4 12
Total 23 13] 36
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The 1st Award Ceremony for the SAKAI

Peace Contribution Award

B PROGRAM

[OPENING]

Mayor’s Address Keisuke Kihara

Corporate Sponsor’s Address Asahi Shimbun Osaka Head Office
Managing Editor
Yoshifumi Otsuka

Report of Award Citation Screening Committee for the SAKAI
Peace Contribution Award
Chairperson: Masaaki Ueda

Presentation of Prizes Mayor of Sakai: Keisuke Kihara

Comment of Screening Committee Members
Screening Committee for the SAKAI
Peace Contribution Award
Yasushi Akashi
Yoshio Kawashima
Chikako Taya

Acceptance Speeches Grand Prize : Jehan Perera
Encouragement Prize : Hideto Yoshioka
Encouragement Prize :
The Japan-Nepal Female
Education Association (JNFEA)
Chairperson: Yasuko Yamashita
[CLOSING]
[PEACE LIVE] Hanna “Sing for Peace of the World”

[COMMEMORATIVE SPEECH]
“ADOVE SITS ON MY SHOULDER” By Jehan Perera
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The 1st Award Ceremony for the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award was held on
October 6th (Monday), 2008 in the Royal Hall of the RIHGA ROYAL HOTEL
SAKALI

Present at the ceremony were Sri Lankan peace activist Jehan Perera (Grand
Prize), the physician Hideto Yoshioka (Encouragement Prize) and Yasuko
Yamashita, Chief Director of the NPO the Japan-Nepal Female Education
Association (Encouragement Prize), each of whom was presented with a
commemorative certificate and shield by Mayor Kihara. After the ceremony, Mr.
Perera gave a commemorative lecture, which was attended by more than 400
citizens.

During the ceremony, Mayor Kihara stated, “The various activities of each of
today’s recipients are outstanding, and represent the very embodiment of the
philosophy which is behind this award. It is my hope that, beginning with peace in
the Asian Pacific region, the creation of this award will come to play a role in the
realization of World Peace, and will also give rise to fresh opportunities for
exchange and cooperation between the countries and regions concerned.”

Mzr. Perera, who continues to carry out nonviolent peace-building activities in Sri
Lanka, a country beset with ongoing ethnic conflict, said, “Receiving this award has
given me the message that there are people out there in the world who support our
activities. It gives us strong support, and courage, as we strive to carry on our work
under very difficult conditions.”

Mr. Yoshioka added, “Thinking about peace and life, and what we can do for the
world, I want us to send more and more outstanding Japanese people to help
overseas.” Ms. Yamashita said, “This award is filled with the people of Sakai’s hopes
for peace, and I will strive to advance the activities of our association with the honor

of having received my award in my heart.”
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Award Symbol

The award symbol is the shape of the Nintoku-ryo Tumulus with the “S” of Sakai
over the Tumulus. The white forms the “P” of peace and taking flight from the
tumulus is a dove, the symbol of peace.

Peace has been central to the culture and history of Sakai since ancient
times.Through this award we hope to share the message of peace and human rights

with the world. (Symbol designed by Hiroshi Iwata)

Mistress of Ceremony & Peace Live :

Hanna (Gospel Singer/Soul Messenger)

Born in Osaka and residing in Sakai, at the age of 16 Hanna travelled alone to
experience life in the USA. She graduated from the George Washington University
Graduate School of International Affairs. She changed her career because of illness,
which led her to thinking not only about world peace but also “peace of mind”. Aided
by the gospel music that she learned as a child, she recovered from her illness and
became a gospel singer. Through gospel, a music style born from the history of
slavery and societal change, she gives public performances about human rights,
gender, international affairs, and different cultures in schools and cities. She

continues to sing songs to represent and heal the souls of her listeners.
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Publicity
M Joint Press Conference

Comments from SAKAI Peace Contribution Award Winners and their hopes

regarding the future of the award

Mr. Jehan Perera, Grand Prize winner

This award is especially important because it comes from a city; it comes from the
people of a city. And this shows that even though the governments of many countries are
supporting war, that people value peace and peace work. Second, Japan is a very
important country in the world. It is a country that is helping many other countries in
the world treat economic necessities. Japan has a bigger vision in the world. And that
vision is a vision that is born out of Japan’s own suffering in the course of wars that
destroyed the City, Sakai. But yet with peace, with reconciliation, Japan has been able
to develop so rapidly and help other countries in the world. So this Sakai peace prize
has great potential to take the Japanese message, the lesson in Japan of war and peace

and reconciliation to a world that increasingly need it.

Mr. Hideto Yoshioka, Encouragement Prize winner

The future of the SAKAI Peace Contribution Award will depend upon the future of
both Sakai City and the award winners. Even if award winners are greatly
distinguished in their achievements, the award will not rise in status if Sakai City
diminishes in prestige. Therefore, both the award winners and Sakai City must
continue to work hard. Of course, we will do our very best efforts to bring great
prestige and high recognition to the award. At the same time, I strongly hope that
Sakai City will do its best to enhance its own status as a city by maximizing its
potential as a metropolis of rich history and culture comparable to Kyoto and Nara.
I feel that, to a great extent, the future status of the award will depend on how the

citizens of Sakai are going to change their city.
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Ms. Yasuko Yamashita, Chairperson of The Japan-Nepal Female Education

Association (JNFEA), Encouragement Prize winner

Regarding my comment on receiving the award, I highly appreciate this award in
two respects. Although many cities thus far have made declarations of peace or
human rights, most of them have stopped short of taking specific action in those
regards. However, I was impressed by the dedicated effort made by Sakai City in
creating such a meaningful award, and in making the award presentation ceremony
such an impressive event. A wonderful aspect of this award is that it is open to all
individuals and organizations, worldwide. Sakai is a city that has evolved through
citizen-led efforts. The SAKAI Peace Contribution Award thus embodies the
citizenry’s self-esteem, mental toughness and courage, fostered during the city’s
long history, as well as the city’s rich tradition and culture. In my speech at the
ceremony I quoted Yosano Akiko’s poem “Beloved, You Must Not Die.” I think our
craving for peace is best expressed in that remarkable poem.

Another inspiring aspect of this award is that it bolsters our confidence. We are a
small non-governmental organization involved in volunteer activities on a very
small scale. Our main project is to train only ten female teachers in Nepal each year.
This project is funded by grassroots financial support from individuals donating 10
million yen or 2 million yen out of their retirement allowances, and foster parents
donating 1,000 yen each month. Directors of the organization all go to Nepal to
engage in various support activities without pay, spending around 300,000 yen for
each trip. This award has given a tremendous boost to such people; I would like to
express my sincere gratitude for that. On their behalf, I am truly grateful to

everyone in Sakai City.

Masaaki Ueda, Chairperson of the Screening Committee for the SAKAI Peace

Contribution Award

We have just received valuable comments from award winners regarding the
future of this award. Specifically, Mr. Perera referred to the significance of the fact
that such an award is being presented by a local government such as Sakai City.
Needless to say, state-to-state relations are very important, but grassroots
exchanges can be prerequisites for successful international relations. It is not easy

for any nation to overcome the constraints imposed by its national interest, and
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engage in necessary humanitarian work. However, local governments can do what
nations cannot; regardless of national interest, they can engage in people-to-people
exchanges. I am very pleased that Mr. Perera greatly appreciates the fact that this
award is presented by a local government.

Meanwhile, I fully agree with Mr. Yoshioka. Both award winners and Sakai City
should continue working hard to enhance the status of this award. While I hope
that all the award winners will continue to make contributions in their own fields, 1
would like Sakai citizens to have self-confidence and pride in their efforts to achieve
a peaceful society based on liberty, autonomy and independence. At the same time, I
hope that this award will communicate to the world the importance of realizing a
peaceful society.

As Ms. Yamashita mentioned, many cities have stopped short of taking specific
action after making a declaration of peace or human rights. Some cities have
established human rights promotion ordinances, others have declared themselves
cities of peace. However, few of them have subsequently done anything specific. I
am therefore pleased to have heard from Ms. Yamashita that she was thankful for
Sakai’s specific effort in creating such an award.

In fact, it took about four years for us to establish this award. It was four years
ago that the mayor of Sakai City asked me for advice about creating this award. I
suggested that an ordinance incorporating the promotion not only of human rights,
but also peace, should be established. I served as a chairperson of the Human
Rights Ordinance Forum in Sakai City, whose peace and human rights promotion
ordinance went into effect in January 2007.

As I mentioned in my speech as the Screening Committee Chairperson at the
ceremony today, although many cities have established human rights promotion
ordinances, Sakai is the only city in Japan that has established a peace and human
rights promotion ordinance. As a specific measure for promoting peace and human
rights under the ordinance, this award has been successfully created.

This award is open to all individuals and organizations contributing to peace in
the Asia Pacific Region. From among the 36 individuals and organizations
recommended for the award this year, following deliberate and earnest discussions
we selected people engaging in humanitarian work in Sri Lanka, Myanmar and
Nepal — all of which happened to be in Southeast Asia. I hope we will be able to
enhance the status of this award, so that it can be widely recognized throughout the
Asia Pacific Region, including the Philippines, Indonesia, New Zealand and

Australia.
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Events inside and outside Japan in 2008

Events inside Japan

Fourth Tokyo International Conference on
African Development held in Yokohama.
G8 Summit held in Toyako, Hokkaido.
Resolution passed by the Diet urging
government to recognize the Ainu as an
indigenous people.

Iwate-Miyagi Nairiku Earthquake

Japanese person abducted and killed in
Afghanistan.

Mr. Taro Aso became Japan’s 92nd prime
minister.

Japan elected non-permanent member of UN
Security Council for the 10th time.

Four Japanese-born scientists won Nobel
Prize in physics and chemistry.
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Events outside Japan

Suicide bombing in Kandahar, Afghanistan.

China’s Sichuan earthquake killed
approximately 80,000 people.

Cyclone killed approximately 130,000 people
in Myanmar

Convention on Rights of Persons with
Disabilities took effect.

Nepal became a republic.

Georgian forces invaded South Ossetia.
Beijing Olympics held.

Collapse of Lehman Brothers led to world’s
worst post-war financial crisis.

Former Finnish president Martti Ahtisaari won
Nobel Peace Prize.

Mr. Barack Obama elected first
African-American president of United States.
Simultaneous terrorist attacks in Mumbai,
India.

60th Anniversary of Universal Declaration of
Human Rights

Convention on Cluster Munitions signed by
90 states, including Japan.



R A E S U EOENA OB X
BX R
Bg 23 1948 [ HF ANEESEIR
—RPEESE (VAT T8RS ~49)
Bg 25 1950 | BB % (~53)
B3 26 | H X R RERLHLS 1951 | Y Y75V Y AT EME NS
2 30 1955 |NV RV (PIYT7-7IVN) &&
B 31 AV I‘JEE 1956 | RHPERHFARIAHSE ~57)
ERESCMA
i3 34 1959 | R ENEEH S (~62)
BB 39 |mEmEA YD DR 1964
f3 40 HEBEAREHDFHEE 1965 |7 AUADIEAN M LZEG
EZRAVR- XA VES (~66)
HZ 42 1967 | B =R R F
B 7 U7 EEES(ASEAN) R
B 45 Kk A EEESFHE 1970 | AR I 7 REL (~99)
RAHR B L 59 %3
2 46 1971 |E=RAVE- N ARV E %
fE 47 B FEFHA 1972
SRfERIE
B3 48 1973 | PR PR S
i3 50 1975 | N b LB S84
B3 53 | B P FRRIFELOMREE 1978
A 54 1979 |V&E, PIH AR VZK (~89)
B3 55 1980 |15 5DE % (~88)
T 1989 VIR SHKREES
E3 1991 |ZFE %
E 5 | dtiEErRmAthE 1993
T BB RKESK 1995
F 9 | FEIEAKEFE-BYIvE 1997 |FEHE S ERE
E 13 2001 |7 AUNEER S FTO
T 14 HEFIEEES 2002 |"HT1E— LR E L FEIEL
JLEREEC LB N B EE N IRE
E 15 | BAREASEAND/S— b F—wT | 2003 [15DE %
@EU)@%R =] |=|***R
:F 16 2004 7\7 |‘3/‘:Fi1i‘.}§ 'f/ h/i/i/&
E 17 2005 |F1IEIR7I7HNEE

- 107 -




Events Inside and Outside Japan after Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Events Inside Japan

Events Outside Japan

Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between
Japan and the United States of America concluded.

Japan-Soviet Joint Declaration
Entry into United Nations

Tokyo Olympics held.
Treaty on Basic Relations between Japan and the
Republic of Korea concluded.

Japan World Exposition held in Osaka.

Joint Communique of the Government of Japan and the
Government of the People's Republic of China
Reversion of Okinawa to Japan

Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Japan and the
People's Republic of China concluded.

Southwest Hokkaido Earthquake
Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

First Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting

Japan-DPRK Pyongyang Declaration

Five Japanese nationals abducted by DPRK returned to
Japan.

Tokyo Declaration for the Dynamic and Enduring Japan-
ASEAN Partnership in the New Millennium adopted.
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted.
First Arab-Israeli War (Palestine War, 1948-49)
Korean War (1950-53)

Treaty of Peace with Japan (San Francisco Peace
Treaty) concluded.

Asian-African Conference (Bandung Conference)
Second Arab-Israeli War (Suez Crisis, 1956-57)

Sino-Indian War (1959-62)

U.S. began bombing North Vietnam.

Second Indo-Pakistani War (1965-66)

Third Arab-Israeli War (Six-Day War)

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
formed.

Cambodian Civil War (1970-99)

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty took effect.

Third Indo-Pakistani War

Fourth Arab-Israeli War (Yom Kippur War)

Vietnam War ended.

Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan (1979-89)
Iran-Iraq War (1980-88)

Declaration of end of Cold War at Malta Summit

Gulf War

Handover of Hong Kong to China

September 11 attacks

Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (East Timor)
became independent.

Iraq War

2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami
First East Asia Summit
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